


 
Bulletin Announcement for April 22 

 
 
 

 
“Our own Earth Day goes back centuries, not 40 years. Care for Creation starts with 
Genesis… and continues with Pope Benedict.” (Bishop William Skylstad)  

Pope Benedict, reflecting on the Genesis creation story in his Easter Vigil homily, said: 
“Creation is directed towards the coming together of God and his creatures; it exists so 
as to open up a space for the response to God’s great glory….”  On this springtime 
Sunday that is also Earth Day, we can respond to God’s glory revealed in creation 
around us:  by giving thanks to God while delighting in the life of our gardens, beaches, 
woods & rivers; by reducing the use of pesticides on our lawns and gardens to protect 
pollinators, pets and children; by buying local food at farmers markets and farm stands; 
& by living the “St. Francis Pledge to Care for Creation and the Poor.” For more about 
ways to care for God’s creation, see www.catholicsocialjustice.org . 
 

 

 
Sample Prayers of the Faithful  
for  3rd Sunday of Easter/Earth Day 

 
 

 
That, as we take the time to enjoy beauty of the Earth we will join all creatures in 
praising God, both through prayer and through actions that reduce our impact on our 
environment, we pray…    R/ 
 
That, as we receive the body and blood of the Lord in the fruits of the earth and work of 
human hands, we will be better caretakers of God’s creation and sustain the Earth’s 
fruitfulness, we pray…    R/ 
 
Pope Benedict has said that damage to creation has negative consequences for 
humankind. That we will work to protect the air, land, and water from toxic pollution 
that harms the unborn, growing children, the elderly and for the poor, we pray….        R/   

http://www.catholicsocialjustice.org/


Earth Day: Caring for God’s Creation 

Earth Day and the 3rd Sunday of Easter find us rejoicing in the new life of Easter and in the new 

life springing from the Earth with such exuberance. As St. John Chrysostom said, “All creation … 

delights in the Resurrection of Christ; but humanity, made ‘in the image and likeness of God’ 

and to whom all creation was entrusted so that it might be faithfully and properly administered, 

delights in it all the more.” 

As we delight deeply in the beauty and diversity of God’s springtime Earth, we are called to give 

thanks and to renew our efforts to keep creation life-sustaining. We are also called to see 

where our stewardship has fallen short and to recognize that our brothers and sisters, 

especially children, the poor, and vulnerable are harmed by environmental destruction. 

 If we understood that all creation itself will be transformed by God and share in some way in 

the Resurrection, (Rom. 8: 18-22), would we be more responsible caretakers of the Earth?  

 

Blessed John Paul II, speaking to youth in 1989 said: 

“The resurrection of Jesus Christ is God’s definite yes to his Son, 

 to the Son of Man, God’s definite yes to the whole of creation. 

 In the transfiguration of the risen body of Christ begins the transfiguration  

of every creature, the “new creation” 

 in which all creation will be transformed. 

Yes to life, yes to hope and the future.  

Yes to humanity, yes to creation and all nature . . . [which] is a creation like us,  

 creation with us, and shares a common destiny with us in God himself . . . . 

Live in . . . solidarity with all people and creatures,  

live out the vocation of all creation  

to eternal participation in Christ’s resurrection and glory.” 

 

How will we respond to this hopeful vision? 

 

Delight — Give thanks — Learn — Protect  

 “Parents, teach your children to see nature, respect and protect it as a magnificent gift that 

presents to us the grandeur of the Creator!”  Pope Benedict XVI, 2011 

• Join local Earth Day and ongoing community environmental events as family or parish group.  

Spend time in gardens, parks, Audubon centers, land trusts, beaches, along rivers; join in plantings, 

cleanups, bird and nature walks, and just plain fun activities.  Thank God for the diversity of life and 

learn what we need to do to protect it. 



“Each creature possesses its own particular goodness and perfection (#339). God willed the 

diversity of creatures (#353). Catechism of the Catholic Church. 

• Join with scientists from Sacred Heart University and Yale to protect one 

of Earth’s most ancient creatures by tagging horseshoe crabs (Limulus) at 

various CT beaches in April, May and June: www.sacredheart.edu, search 

“Project Limulus”.  

• Other protection and habitat restoration projects take place through 

nature centers, river groups and land trusts near you.  

 

“On Easter night, the night of the new creation, the church presents the mystery of light . . . 

using the Paschal candle [which] has its origin in the work of bees. So the whole creation plays 

its part.” Pope Benedict XVI, 2012 

• Reduce your use of pesticides and herbicides to protect bees and other 

pollinators, children, pets, water from toxics; see 

www.audubon.org/bird/at_home/alternatives.html or 1-800-274-4201; 

and www.beyondpesticides.org/pollinators/protect  

• Plant flowers and shrubs that provide food for bees and butterflies. 

www.nabe.org and ask at your local plant source.  

 

“The environment is God’s gift to everyone, and in our use of it we have a responsibility toward 

the poor, toward future generations and toward humanity as a whole.  Questions linked to the 

care and preservation of the environment today need to give due consideration to the energy 

problem.”    Benedict XVI, Caritas in Veritate, June 2009 

• Take the St. Francis Pledge to Care for Creation and the Poor, as a 

family or as a parish. See www.catholicclimatecovenant.org and find 

resources for implementing the pledge at www.catholicsocialjustice.org,  

(203-777-7279). 

• Join the Connecticut Coalition for Environmental Justice to protect 

the vulnerable in our communities: www.environmentalustice.org,  

(860-548-1133).  

“Praised be my Lord for our sister water, which is very useful to us, and humble, and precious, 

and clean.”  St Francis of Assisi, Canticle of the Creatures, 1226 

• Reduce your “water footprint”; learn more at www.H2Oconserve.org   

• Learn the costs of bottled water; carry a re-useable bottle. See “Take Back the Tap,” 

www.foodandwaterwatch.org/water/bottled/real-story/. 



Homily Suggestion:  3rd Sunday of Easter, April 22 , Year B  &   Earth Day 

Acts 3:13-15, 17-19;  Ps. 4:2,4,7-8,9;  1 John 2:1-5a;  Luke 24:35-48 

     Just as the 2 disciples are relating their astonishing experience of the risen Jesus, “in the 
breaking of bread” at Emmaus, he appears “in their midst.” We can easily imagine how they are 
“startled and terrified,” and why Jesus must invite them to touch him to know that he is really 
present. 

     He further proves his physical reality by eating fish, showing that he is still connected to 
them and to the physical world. His incarnate body, which was composed of the same carbon, 
oxygen, nitrogen and other elements as the rest of earthly creation, is now risen and 
transformed -- but still recognizable. His relationships have not been broken by death, but 
made new and more powerful. As we receive Christ in the Eucharist, in those same elements in 
different form, we are more powerfully connected to God, to the whole Body of Christ and to 
God’s creation, through “the fruit of the earth and work of human hands.” * 

     Reflection on our relationship to God through God’s creation, on which we depend for life, is 
appropriate this weekend, when many communities are observing Earth Day.  Pope Benedict 
XVI, in his World Day of Peace message for 2012 said, “’Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 
for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied’ (Mt. 5:6). They shall be satisfied because they 
hunger and thirst for right relations with God, with themselves, with their brothers and sisters, 
and with the whole of creation.”  

     The last statement might seem surprising. Yet, heedless harm to creation, which God 
declared “very good” (Gen. 1:31) and has entrusted to our care (Gen. 1:28, 2:15), violates God’s 
command and our relationship with God. Environmental destruction and pollution that 
threaten human health are contrary to love of our brothers and sisters. Such destruction 
violates our right relation to creation itself, which is meant to praise God and support all life for 
all generations (Gen.9:12, 15, 16). Care of creation is a deeply moral and spiritual issue, as 
Blessed John Paul II said. 

      Speaking recently to young Catholic environmentalists, Pope Benedict also said:  “If … 
human activity forgets to collaborate with God, it can do violence to the creation and cause 
damage which always has negative consequences, also for mankind…. Respect for the human 
being and respect for nature are the same thing; they grow and find their just measure if we 
respect the Creator and His creation, both in the human creature and in nature….  It is now 
clear that humankind has no productive future on earth if we do not educate everyone to be 
responsible for the creation.”   



     Jesus ate a piece of fish, the common food of his fishermen disciples. Today, pregnant 
women and small children are told to avoid some types of fish because they are contaminated 
with mercury and other toxic pollutants from human activity.  In many parts of the world, fish 
stocks are depleted by overfishing from factory ships, so the poor are deprived of the small 
share of the catch upon which their lives depend. Our own consumer demand and growing 
changes in ocean chemistry threaten future fish supplies. What is right relation to God, 
neighbor and creation in such situations? How are we called to repentance and to change our 
habits, policies and regulations to protect the poor, the vulnerable, and the very foundations of 
life? 

     As we reflect on our relationship with God’s creation, we should begin with joy and 
amazement that this world God entrusted to us is such a beautiful, complex, and fruitful 
community of life. If we regard creation as something simply utilitarian and disposable, we will 
not protect it. But if we understand that all creation itself will be transformed by God, (Rom. 8: 
18-22), might we be more responsible stewards of the Earth?  

     Pope John Paul II, speaking to youth in Germany in 1989, captured this exciting and joyful 
vision well: 

   “ The resurrection of Jesus Christ is God’s definite yes to his Son, 
 to the Son of Man, God’s definite yes to the whole of creation. 

 In the transfiguration of the risen body of Christ begins the transfiguration  
of every creature, the “new creation,” 

 in which all creation will be transformed. 
Yes to life, yes to hope and the future.  
Yes to humanity, yes to creation and all nature… [which] is a creation like us,  
 creation with us, and shares a common destiny with us in God himself…. 
Live in… solidarity with all people and creatures,  

live out the vocation of all creation  
to eternal participation in Christ’s resurrection and glory.” 

 

“Easter is the feast of the new creation. Jesus is risen and dies no more….A new dimension has 
opened for mankind, Creation has become greater and broader.” (Pope Benedict, homily for 
Holy Saturday, 2012). What is our response?   

 

*If possible, plan to say audibly the blessings of praise and gratitude over the gifts of bread and 
wine. For more theological reflection on these connections, see Pope Benedict’s homily on the 
solemnity of Corpus Christi, June 15, 2006 at www.vatican.va  

http://www.vatican.va/

