Who We Are—What We Do
We are an office of the Archdiocese, founded in 1968,
providing leadership development, education and faith
formation, rooted in Catholic social teaching. Our efforts
work to enhance the quality of life within parishes by
concretely addressing the needs of the poor and vulnerable
through parish-based outreach. We work closely with
pastors, deacons, parish leaders and volunteers to build
the capacity of our Archdiocesan community to act in
meaningful ways to recognize the rights and dignity of all
people.

OCSJM Board of Directors 2016
Katie Byrnes — President
Gail Thibaudeau Bellucci - Vice President
Louis Terzo — Secretary
Deacon William Gilles — Treasurer
Ronald Shea — Past President
Barbara Carpenter
Geri Kogut
Deacon Edwin Lopez
Sarah Nikkel
Benjamin Peters, Ph.D
Carol Sue Schmidt
Fr. Thomas Shepard
Philip Walker, esq.

2016 Statement of Activities
Donations, Program Revenue and Other Income
Unrestricted Donations
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal
Associates for Justice
Restricted Donations
Burial Fund
CCHD
CPS
Program Revenue
Other Income
TOTAL

$ 242,822
$156,901
$ 85,921
$ 412,942
$ 20,000
$287,829
$105,113
$148,038
$ 7,214
$811,016

Grant Disbursements
Program Expenses
Admin Expenses
Reserves
Burial Fund
OCSJM
TOTAL

$397,434
$217,473
$121,609
$ 74,499
$ 15,575
$ 58,992
$811,016

Volunteer Leaders

William Appicelli—
Cooperative Parish Sharing Committee Chair
Ana Landskron—Hispanic Community Core Leader
Mary O’Brien — CRS Fair Trade Ambassador
Deacon Tom Breen—CRS Global Fellow
Deacon Don Smith—CRS Global Fellow

2016 National Grant Awardees

Naugatuck Valley Housing Project
United CT Action for Neighborhoods
2016 Local Grant Awardees

Brazilian Worker Center
St. Rose of Lima Church, New Haven
United Action Connecticut

ANNUAL REPORT 2016
Mercy in Motion
Office for Catholic Social Justice Ministry

of The Archdiocese of Hartford
MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Pope Francis declared a Jubilee Year of Mercy, which ended this past November, as an
invitation to explore the love, kindness, and unbounded generosity of God. In an
address to Jesuit Refugee Services in 2013, he reminded us that mercy “demands
Justice.”
“True mercy, the mercy God gives to us and teaches us,
demands justice, it demands that the poor find the way to
be poor no longer. It asks us, the Church,…to ensure that no
one ever again stand in need of a soup kitchen, of makeshift-lodgings, of a service of legal assistance in order to
have his legitimate right recognized to live and to work, to
be fully a person.”
These words challenge and inspire our ministry to advance Catholic Social Teaching by
preparing and educating parishes in the work for social justice. Our work begins with
helping others better understand the definition of social justice, a concept often confused
with charity. Although vital, charity only alleviates symptoms of injustice. Justice work
transcends charity to address the root causes of inequity. During this Year of Mercy, we
highlighted opportunities to learn more about how one can perform a corporal work of
mercy through the lens of justice. We are grateful to organizations, funded through the
Campaign for Human Development, that question unjust structures and hold them
accountable.

Lynn Campbell — Executive Director
Agnes Dann—Administrative Assistant
Arturo Iriarte — Parish Social Ministry Coordinator
Patrick Laorden — Parish Social Ministry Coordinator

Helping People Help Themselves

The Office for Catholic Social Justice Ministry advances Catholic Social
Teaching by educating and preparing parishes to work for social justice.

Disbursements, Expenses and Reserves

OCSJM Staff 2017

Catholic Campaign for Human Development

Our Mission

Fiscal Year Ending December 31, 2016

Thank you for your continued support, prayers, and participation. Through your
practice of the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy, you let God’s love shine through
you and bring hope to those in need.

SPECIAL THANKS FOR FINANCIAL SUPPORT
Individual Support through our Associates for Justice
Campaign: $85,921.00—includes 202 individuals (40 priests)
and 6 parishes.
AND to these Corporate Sponsors:
Catholic Relief Services
Cooney, Scully and Dowling
Webster Bank
26 Parishes supported us by purchasing 1 or more tables
at our Annual Dinner

Office for Catholic Social Justice Ministry | 467 bloomfield ave| bloomfield, CT 06002-2999
www.catholicsocialjustice.org | (860) 242-5573 | (860) 243-0649 (fax) | info.ocsjm@aohct.org

Blessings,

Lynn Campbell
Executive Director

Katie Byrnes
President, Board of Directors

Our Vision
Social justice ministry will be INTEGRAL
in the life of every Catholic community in the Archdiocese of Hartford
Here is what you are accomplishing with your support . . .

Rice Bowl and the
Hispanic Community

In 2016. . .


People informed through our newsletter

1,792



Followed us on Facebook



Provided assistance through consultations,
presentations and workshops
3,804



Presented to Confirmation Students

246

380

People touched by our programs
7,027

Catholic Relief Services’ (CRS) Rice Bowl program is not just for kids,
and our leaders in our Hispanic parishes are making sure their parish
communities receive that message!
We provided Oscar Cirio, Cristian Garzon, Ana Landskron, and
Claribel Tejeda with training, and now they are “on fire” with CRS
Rice Bowl. They met with priests, deacons, secretaries, and parish
social ministry leaders to share the good works that CRS does as the
Catholic Church’s international aid and development agency. The
leaders also worked together to develop and present a workshop at
our annual conference. As a result of their engagement our number
of Hispanic communities ordering Rice Bowl materials doubled in
2016.

Laudato Si’ and a new Work of Mercy

Our annual social justice conference with over 200 attendees



The Quest Reflection Booklet for Small Christian Communities



The Archbishop’s column in Catholic Transcript, his Twitter
feed, and his New Haven Register column



The Catholic Transcript, featuring our Parish Toolkit, our
Laudato Si’ Challenge for Catholic Schools, and a story on CRS
Rice Bowl and its connection to Laudato Si’



A workshop we co-sponsored with the Catholic Biblical
School



A workshop and 2 parish retreats, reaching over 200 people



A small group discussion for young adults

Cooperative Parish Sharing Committee Members

Cooperative Parish Sharing—
Evaluating Program Efficiency
Last year we completed a review of the Cooperative Parish Sharing program. Through voluntary donations from parishes throughout the archdiocese, the program has provided assistance for poor
communities by funding parish programs to address real and immediate needs for over 47 years. We refined eligibility criteria and
funding priorities to improve the sustainability of the program.
The CPS program remains important to the low-income parishes,
particularly those serving the immigrant community, in addressing
social justice concerns.

In 2016 Pope Francis added the care of creation to the traditional
sets of both the corporal and spiritual works of mercy. “May the
works of mercy also include care for our common home,” he said,
explaining that as a spiritual work of mercy, care for creation
“calls for a grateful contemplation of God’s world which allows us
to discover in each thing a teaching which God wishes to hand on
to us.” As a corporal work of mercy, he said, it “requires simple
daily gestures which break with the logic of violence, exploitation
and selfishness and makes itself felt in every action that seeks to
build a better world.” His words inspired us to promote the
Laudato Si’ encyclical in the following ways:


Connecting with the
University of St. Joseph

Cooperative Parish Sharing

Amanda is often found in McGovern and Assumption Lounge,
educating students about fair trade, the refugee crisis, or human
trafficking, and getting students to sign related advocacy efforts.
The CRS Students for Change have introduced CRS Rice Bowl to
students and held “Turn on the Light” Prayer Vigils on Ash
Wednesday to spread awareness, build solidarity, and pray for
those affected by human trafficking.
"Sharing the mission of CRS at USJ has been such a fruitful experience. It's awesome to see a spark of inspiration in the students as
they learn about how they can put their faith into action in simple
ways, like purchasing fair trade goods. Through educating
students about how we can support and encouraging them to
take action, the CRS Students for Change have been a positive
light. I'm so grateful to be a part of the mission."

35 Parish Grants
Totaling $105,113

Hispanic Rice Bowl Team Members

Donations from 125 Parishes
“CRS gives me the opportunity to feel the joy that only can be
felt when a person is doing God will.”
Claribel Tejeda

Team Spirit

“With CRS I have discovered a great door to help my brothers; I feel proud to help brothers and sisters with financial
needs and make progress in many communities. In my parish
since we spoke about CRS, the community feels more committed to help and we have received much more help than
we expected, and that is very pleasing to me to know that
through us we managed to extend the help to this great organization and I feel very happy to have passed the (Office’s)
goal.”
Oscar Cirio

We are blessed to have the support of our Board of Directors,
committees, and team members. They allow us to be more effective, efficient, and responsive to the growing needs of the parishes and the people of the archdiocese. Members provide outreach
to parishes and schools, review grant applications, and develop
and evaluate programming, and engage in advocacy. This year
members of our Global Solidarity Team hosted CRS Fair Trade
sales, led a workshop at our annual conference, and spoke at parishes about Catholic Relief Services. The team pulls together the
many aspects of global solidarity such as the environment, working conditions, and human trafficking.
OCSJM Ministry Teams and Committees

CRS RICE BOWL
Participating parishes and schools:
122
Assistance raised: $60,389.75—an increase of
over $13,700 from 2015!
Distributed $15,097.44 locally for 10 grants
Distributed $45,292.31 to CRS
Image used with permission from the Diocese of St. Cloud

Joyful, energized, faithful –these words easily describe Amanda
Binghi, a third year student at University of St. Joseph (USJ). We
are graced to have Amanda serve as a Catholic Relief Services
Student Ambassador, through an internship partially funded by
Catholic Relief Services. Equipped with training by CRS, support
from our Office and USJ Campus Ministry, Amanda is building an
awareness of Catholic Social Teaching and Global Solidarity on
Campus. She has developed the "CRS Students for Change" to
help sustain campus efforts.



Bishop Peter Rosazza Conference Committee



Board of Directors



Catholic Campaign for Human Development Committee



Cooperative Parish Sharing Committee



Global Solidarity Team



Immigration Team



Laudato Sí Team

Amanda Binghi (Third from Left) and Team

New in 2016
The Vicariate Outreach program of the Archbishop’s Annual
Appeal provided resources to establish a “Burial Assistance Fund”
in 2016. We humbly administer this program in keeping with the
Corporal Work of Mercy “Bury the Dead.” The program pays for
burial costs of the deceased—typically a parishioner, or the family
member of a parishioner lacking the resources to cover such
expenses. This program helps alleviate a tremendous financial
burden for our brothers and sisters in mourning.

