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Introduction 

Background 

The Office for Catholic Social Ministry welcomes the opportunity to promote Laudato Si’. The 

encyclical emphasizes the interconnectedness of concern for the environment with love of human beings 

and resolve of the problems of society, something our office has been and continues to address.  

When the US Bishops released their statement “Global Climate Change, a plea for dialogue, prudence 

and the common good,” we worked to educate parish social ministry leaders and encourage parish 

engagement. Several parishes took the Catholic Climate Covenant’s St. Francis Pledge to Care for 

Creation, hosting educational events and initiating energy conservation steps, but there is more to be 

done. 

Action Steps 

Beyond sharing the content of the encyclical, we wish to engage people with opportunities to reflect and 

act upon on the duty to care for God’s Creation and protect the poor and vulnerable. We see an 

opportunity for the archdiocese to put Pope Francis’ message into practice, to be a leader in the 

community, and to be an example to the faithful.  We recommend the following: 

1. Reduce the usage of bottled water. 

 

Education in environmental responsibility can encourage a new way of acting which directly 

affects the world around us. We often rely on the convenience of bottled water at parish and 

school events. One new lifestyle change we can bring about is reducing bottled water 

consumption. Reusable water bottles should be encouraged whenever and wherever possible. 

Connecticut tap water is clean and safe.  Bottled water is thousands of times more expensive than 

tap water. Water bottle garbage is a major source of pollution. By reducing bottled water 

consumption and associated energy use, we will save money and resources.  

2. Participate in recycling efforts. 

Ecological education can help to improve recycling efforts. With commitment, improving the 

recycling process at parish by clearly identifying recycling bins is a manageable task. Consider 

the materials you use for parish events and choose reusable or recyclable plates, bowls, and 

utensils.  

3. Assess energy consumption  

We can look at the infrastructure, energy efficiency, and water usage of our infrastructure. 

Schedule an energy audit for your parish or home to see how you can reduce energy usage and 

save money. The OCSJM has lay leaders to assist in this effort.   
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Proposed Activities 

1. Utilize the OCSJM Speakers Bureau.  

2. Attend the OCSJM annual Social Justice Conference on June 11, 2016.  The theme for our 

annual social justice conference Rooted in Faith, Caring for Our Common Home 

3. Visit the OCSJM website with links to supportive materials from the USCCB, CRS, and the 

Catholic Climate Covenant.   

4. Utilize supportive materials from the USCCB, CRS, etc. in your parish communications: 

a. Laudato Sí: Caring for Our Common Home bulletin insert 

b. Caring for God’s Creation: Resources for Liturgy, Preaching, and Taking Action  

5. Create rain gardens, butterfly gardens, community gardens, organic lawns, recycling, and 

composting. Rain gardens are a way to address storm water from our church properties and 

parking lots, and are a huge way to protect our water. 

6. Form a Catholic Climate Covenant Creation Care Team in your parish, school, or organization. 

Creation Care teams bring Catholic teachings on climate change to the center of parish life, work 

toward more sustainable facilities, and advocate for faith-informed climate policies. Working 

together, your Creation Care team will help your parish be, in Pope Francis’s words, "protectors 

of God’s gifts." You’ll receive bi-weekly emails packed with information, ideas, and advocacy 

items to inspire your Creation Care team. 

7. Gather in small groups to participate in RENEW International’s Creation at the Crossroads faith-

sharing program.   

8. Participate in Catholic Confront Global Poverty advocacy alerts. 

9. Contact the OCSJM about how you can help with local advocacy initiates around workers right. 

10. Participate in Laudato Si’ Week (June 12- 18). More information coming soon! 
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OCSJM Laudato Si’ Speaker Bureau 

 

THEOLOGICAL 

 

Benjamin T. Peters, Ph.D. 

Assistant Professor, Department of Religious Studies and Theology 

205 Lynch Hall 

Department of Religious Studies and Theology     

University of Saint Joseph   

West Hartford, CT 06117        

(860) 231-5299    bpeters@usj.edu  

 

Sister Kieran Foley, FSE 

Synergic Systems 

PO Box 1845 

Meriden, CT 06450 

203-634-000 

skf@synergicsystems.com 

Kevin Johnson 

Kevin is an Adjunct Professor of Philosophy, Religion, and Theology at Sacred Heart University and the 

President of The Inner Room, a Roman Catholic Lay Association and Non-Profit Organization in 

Connecticut. The Inner Room is a part of Pax Romana, an international Roman Catholic Social Justice 

lay organization that is recognized under the Pontifical Council of the Laity.  It runs programs for the 

purpose of nurturing a contemplative prayer space, cultivating theological education and developing a 

social justice network in order to support a deepened spiritual practice and spiritual maturity of the laity. 

He has a Master of Arts in Theology from Yale Divinity School and is currently drafting a dissertation 

in Comparative Theology at Boston College.   

193 Green Hill Road 

Madison, CT 06443 

(203) 245-1663    kevin.kjohnson@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:bpeters@usj.edu
mailto:kevin.kjohnson@gmail.com
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ENVIRONMENTAL  

 

John Humphries 

Organizer; CT Roundtable on Climate and Jobs 

Academic training and consulting experience in water resources engineering and irrigation management.  

john.humphries1664@gmail.com 

 

Anne Hulick 

 

Coordinator for the Coalition for a Safe and Healthy Connecticut 

 (860) 232-6232  *  ahulick@cleanwater.org 

 

Anne is the State Director for Clean Water Action and the Coordinator for the Coalition for a Safe and 

Healthy Connecticut. She focuses on consumer education and advocacy about removing toxic chemicals 

from clothing, home goods, and body products. This is closely related to protecting life, caring for 

creation and the poor, as Pope Francis speaks of in Laudato Si. Workshop presentations include: 

 Toxic chemicals in products--what you don't know may be harming you! 

 Critical windows of development--new science linking exposure to chemicals w/ harm  

 Tips to make your home safer. How members of a faith community can protect health and our 

planet.  

 What do you mean our laws don't protect us?   How you can advocate for change! 

 

 

THEOLOGICAL WITH PRACTICAL 

Office for Catholic Social Justice Ministry of the Archdiocese of Hartford 

The OCSJM works with pastors, parish leaders and parish communities to promote and support social 

justice ministry, the work of caring for the poor and vulnerable, advocating for their rights, and 

addressing inequities in our communities and in our world. The staff offers workshops, resources, 

consultation and training in parish social ministry and on issues such as environmental justice, 

immigration, peace, global solidarity, poverty and advocacy.  

(203)777-7279  *  Info.ocsjm@aohct.org 

 

Sister Ruth Rosenbaum, TC, PhD 

Sister Ruth is the Executive Director and co-founder of CREA, a social economic research and 

education organization.  CREA works in partnership with other organizations around the world as well 

as with members of the CREA Collaborative, persons and organizations around the world that work with 

CREA is an on-going basis. CREA works on a spectrum of issues all based upon our belief in the 

inherent dignity of each and all human beings.                                                                                           

(860) 527-0455  *  ruth.rosenbaum@crea.org   

mailto:ahulick@cleanwater.org
mailto:Info.ocsjm@aohct.org
mailto:ruth.rosenbaum@crea.org
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Bulletin Inserts on the Encyclical  

from the Global Catholic Climate Movement  

 

1a) Encyclical on the Care of Creation 

In his recent encyclical on caring for all creation, Pope Francis highlights overconsumption and 

excessive economic development as the primary causes of the destruction of our common home.  With 

him, let us pray to “discover the worth in each thing “ and to embody that discovery by buying less and 

recycling our possessions when we no longer need them. 

1b) Encíclica sobre el Cuidado de la Creación 

En su reciente encíclica sobre el cuidado de la creación, el Papa Francisco resalta  el sobreconsumo y el 

excesivo crecimiento económico como causa primaria de la destrucción de nuestra casa común. Con 

el,  vamos a rezar para “descubrir el valor en cada cosa” y para incorporar ese descubrimiento 

comprando menos y reciclando nuestras posesiones cuando ya no las necesitemos más. 

 

2a) Encyclical on the Environment 

In his encyclical on creation care, Pope Francis highlights “integral ecology” as the basis of the 

conversion we are all called to in order to save our common home from destruction. “Integral ecology” 

is the profound, fundamental interconnection between God, human beings, and all the rest of creation. 

With Pope Francis we pray, “Triune God… Give us the grace to feel profoundly joined to everything 

that is.”  As we reflect on our relationship to life-giving water, the air we breathe, and the ground we 

walk on, let us think of actions that we can take locally to protect the air, water and land for the 

generations to come. We might consider supporting legislative bills of our city, county or state that will 

serve to do this. 

2b) Encíclica sobre el Cuidado de la Creación 

En su encíclica sobre el cuidado de la creación , el Papa Francisco resalta “la ecología integral” como la 

base de la conversión a que todos estamos llamados a fin de salvar nuestra casa común de la destrucción. 

“Ecologia Integral” es la profunda y fundamental interconexión entre Dios, los seres humanos, y de todo 

el resto de la creación. Con el Papa Francisco nosotros rezamos: “Dios Triuno… danos la gracia para 

sentir profundamente unido a todo lo que nos rodea.”  Mientras reflexionamos sobre nuestra relación 

con el agua que nos da la vida y el aire que respiramos y el suelo que pisamos, pensemos también en 

acciones que podemos tomar a nivel local para proteger el aire, el agua y la tierra para las generaciones 

venideras.  Podríamos considerar el apoyo a los proyectos de ley de nuestra ciudad, condado o estado 

que servirá para hacer esto. 
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3a) Encyclical on the Environment 

In his widely praised encyclical, “Laudato Si’: On the Care of Our Common Home,” Pope Francis 

challenges us to make integral ecology and care for the poor central to Christian spirituality and 

religious education. To deepen your own understanding of these crucial matters as well as the 

understanding of your brothers and sisters, Google:  “USCCB Laudato Si’: On Care for Our 

Common Home. Discussion Guide.”  Consider using this guide in meetings of your parish ministries 

or forming a group to study Laudato Si’ using this guide. 

 

3b) Encíclica sobre el Cuidado de la Creación 

En su encíclica ampliamente alabado, “Laudato Si’: Sobre el Cuidado de la Casa Común“, el Papa 

Francisco nos reta a hacer la ecología integral y el cuidado de los pobres temas centrales en la 

espiritualidad cristiana y la educación religiosa. Para profundizar su propia comprensión de estos temas 

cruciales, así como la comprensión de sus hermanos y hermanas, Google: “USCCB Laudato Si’: Sobre 

el Cuidado de la Casa Común. Guía de Discusión“. (Está en español.)  Considere el uso de esta guía 

en las reuniones de sus ministerios parroquiales o considere la posibilidad de formar un grupo 

específicamente para estudiar Laudato Si ‘utilizando este guía. 

 

4a) Encyclical on the Environment 

Central to Pope Francis’s environmental encyclical, Laudato Si’, is his call for a universal “culture of 

encounter,” or dialogue.  Dialogue between science and religion, between the market economy and true 

human fulfillment, between the overdeveloped North and suffering communities in the South, is 

essential to “caring for our common home.” Let us pray for conversion to such a dialogical spirituality, 

even as we live it out by buying less and demanding limits to greenhouse gas emissions from our 

government.  

 

4b) Encíclica sobre el Cuidado de la Creación 

El tema central de la encíclica sobre el medio ambiente Laudato Si’ del papa Francisco es su llamado a 

una cultura universal de encuentro o diálogo. Para poder “cuidar a nuestra casa común” es esencial que 

exista un diálogo entre la ciencia y la religión, entre la economía de mercado y la verdadera realización 

humana, entre el Norte sobredesarrollado y las comunidades que sufren en el Sur. Oremos para poder 

convertirnos a una espiritualidad de diálogo, comprometiendonos a consumir menos y a exigir que 

nuestro gobierno limite las emisiones de gases de efecto invernadero.   

 

5a) Encyclical on the Environment                     

In his recent creation care encyclical, Pope Francis extends the pioneering work of the Second Vatican 

Council by drawing on the wisdom of other world religious leaders, for example, the Eastern Orthodox 

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew and the Muslim mystic Ali al Khawas. May Catholics everywhere 

join with members of the other world religions to demand an end to the market-driven destruction of our 

common home and of our impoverished brothers and sisters.  Pope Francis’ encyclical was well received 

by leaders and followers of other faiths.  Find out if there are other faith groups in your neighborhood or 
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town with whom you might collaborate on a common project to better the local environment with a Care 

of Creation Committee. 

 

5b) Encíclica sobre el Cuidado de la Creación 

En su reciente encíclica sobre Cuidado de la Creación, el Papa Francisco se extiende el trabajo pionero 

del Concilio Vaticano II, aprovechando la sabiduría de otros líderes religiosos del mundo, por ejemplo, 

el Patriarca Ecuménico Bartolomé de la Iglesia Ortodoxo del Este y el místico musulmán, Ali al 

Khawas. Esperamos que los católicos en todas partes pueden unirse con personas de otras religiones 

para exigir el fin de la destrucción, impulsada por el Mercado, de nuestro hogar común y de nuestros 

hermanos y hermanas pobres.  La encíclica del Papa Francisco fue bien recibido por los líderes y 

seguidores de otras religiones.  Averigüe si hay otros grupos de fe en su vecindad o pueblo con los que 

es posible colaborar en un proyecto común para mejorar el medio ambiente local a través de un Comité 

de Cuidado de la Creación. 

 

6a) Encyclical on the Environment 

Since the publication of Pope Francis’s encyclical on the environment, it’s very difficult to pretend that 

climate change is merely a scientific—or political—matter.  In Laudato Si’ Pope Francis makes clear 

that climate change is a MORAL issue, one which the people of the world MUST attend to immediately. 

For suggestions on how you can respond to the pope’s moral call to the world, Google: “What to Do? 

The Pope’s Practical Tips.” 

 

6b) Encíclica sobre el Cuidado de la Creación 

Desde la publicación de la encíclica del Papa Francisco sobre el medio ambiente, es muy difícil 

pretender que el cambio climático no es más que una cuestión cientifica o política. En Laudato Si’ Papa 

Francisco deja claro que el cambio climático es una cuestión MORAL, una que la gente del mundo 

TIENEN que atender de inmediato. Para sugerencias sobre cómo puede responder a la llamada moral del 

Papa al mundo, Google in English “What to Do? The Pope’s Practical Tips” or en español, una lista más 

corta: “Diez consejos sustentables del Papa Francisco” 
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The Canticle of the Sun, St. Francis of Assisi 

Most high, all powerful, all good Lord!                 

All praise is Yours, all glory, all honor, and all blessing. 

To You, alone, Most High, do they belong.                 

No mortal lips are worthy to pronounce Your name. 

Be praised, my Lord, through all Your creatures,                          

especially through my lord Brother Sun,                    

who brings the day; and You give light through him.                          

And He is beautiful and radiant in all His splendor!                    

Of You, Most High, he bears the likeness. 

Be praised, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars;                   

in the heavens You have made them bright, precious and beautiful. 

Be praised, my Lord, through Brothers Wind and Air,                

and clouds and storms, and all the weather,          

through which You give Your creatures sustenance. 

Be praised, my Lord, through Sister Water;                

she is very useful, and humble, and precious, and pure. 

Be praised, my Lord, through Brother Fire,         

through whom You brighten the night.                   

He is beautiful and cheerful, and powerful and strong. 

Be praised, my Lord, through our sister Mother Earth,               

who feeds us and rules us, and produces various fruits with colored flowers and herbs. 

Be praised, my Lord, through those who forgive for love of You;       

through those who endure sickness and trial.  

Happy those who endure in peace,                  

for by You, Most High, they will be crowned. 

Be praised, my Lord, through our sister Bodily Death,              

from whose embrace no living person can escape.                                                                                                   

Woe to those who die in mortal sin!               

Happy those she finds doing Your most holy will.                  

The second death can do no harm to them.                         

Praise and bless my Lord, and give thanks, and serve Him with great humility. 

 


