Dear Friends in Christ,
This 43 Anniversary Annual
report expresses the kind of mutual
responsibility and human compassion
that must be our Church’s response to
the needs of the poor. As Pope Benedict
XVI said in Caritas in Veritate, “Only if
I serve my neighbor can my eyes be opened to what God
does for me and how much he loves me.” (No. 18)
rd

I commend the Board of Directors, staff and all who have
participated in the work of OCSJM for their efforts in
the past year to further the church’s work of charity and
justice. I am especially grateful that they infuse Catholic
social teaching into the programs administered by the
Office.
They accomplish these efforts through conferences,
workshops and training sessions. They assist parish leaders
in expanding the capacity of parishes to respond to local
needs through the development of effective parish social
ministries. Moreover, the programs directed by the Office,
such as the Catholic Campaign for Human Development,
Catholic Relief Services, Cooperative Parish Sharing, and
JustFAITH, help people to become more aware of the
depths of our Catholic tradition.
Be assured of my gratitude, prayers and best wishes for
all in the Archdiocesan Office for Catholic Social Justice
Ministry, for the many who participate in this work, and
most of all for those whom we serve.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Henry J. Mansell
Archbishop of Hartford

Dear Friends,
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It has been a year of hard work and
perseverance. Throughout our 10
months of being without a full time
Executive Director, we remained faithful
to our mission and strategic plan. We
are most grateful for the support of
Ronald Shea, who served as Interim
Executive Director. He provided a calm
presence and sincere interest in the work
of OCSJM, keeping us energized and
focused.

Leadership Development and Training
Piloted in 2010, the new Leadership Development
Workshop Series offered twelve workshop sessions in
2011 in locations across the Archdiocese, covering seven
leadership topics. Over 115 individuals participated in one
or more events, gaining skills and knowledge to help them
initiate or grow parish social ministry in their parishes.
OCSJM began a series of informal monthly conversations
through its First Friday Lunch series. Staff welcomed
friends and an invited guest to enjoy lunch and to learn
about local initiatives that address community and global
concerns. Among the guests were representatives from the
National Religious Campaign Against Torture, Christian
Community Action, and Not-for-Sale CT.

With the support of a capacity building grant from
Catholic Relief Services, we became more deliberate in our
global solidarity efforts. This is reflected in the increased
number of parishes and individuals participating in
Operation Rice Bowl, Fair Trade programs and the
Catholics Confront Global Poverty campaign.

In the spring, OCSJM hosted Jack Jezreel, founder
of JustFAITH Ministries, who shared a vision of
transformation that leads people to see poverty and
compassion through the lens of faith. Assisted by the
JustFAITH Leadership Team, OCSJM supports the JF
parish groups with resources, and through the annual
“Journey to Justice” event.

Our Mission: To advance Catholic social teaching
by educating and preparing parishes
to work for social justice.

Our faith challenges us to show in deeds of love and justice
that the gospel we proclaim is fulfilled in our actions. In a
world where 1 billion people live on less than $1.00 a day,
we must continue to address state and federal policies that
hinder the right to a life of dignity. We look forward to a
year of being faithful to the gospel message in spirit, word
and action. We invite you join us in this challenge.

to pursue peace, and to defend the life, dignity and rights of all our

In gratitude for your partnership and support,

sisters and brothers. This is the call of Jesus, the challenge of the

“Our faith calls us to work for justice, to serve those in need,

prophets, and the living tradition of our Church.”

Lynn M. Campbell		
Executive Director		
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Patricia D. Verde
Board Chairperson

arish Social Ministry is the heart of our

work. Through our many programs and training
opportunities, our goal is always to offer assistance
and encouragement to parishes to make the work of social
justice integral in the life of every Catholic community.

We implemented our new Leadership
Development Series, providing workshops throughout the
Archdiocese and strengthening the skills of the leaders
in the parishes we serve. Our intentional outreach to
the Hispanic community was evident by their large and
supportive attendance at the Bishop Peter Rosazza Social
Justice Conference.

We enhanced our communication efforts by improving
our website, making the navigation more user-friendly
and the content more relevant, and by working to be more
focused and consistent in our outreach.

P

Parish Social Ministry

A Century of Catholic Social Teaching,
U.S. Catholic Bishops, 1990

The 2nd Bishop Peter Rosazza Social Justice Conference
in June, “Rooted in Faith – Building One Human
Family,” received warm praise from over 200 participants.
A keynote address by Dr. Stephen Colecchi, from the
Office of International Justice and Peace, USCCB, and
twenty workshop topics created a day of lively discussion
and learning, thanks to the enthusiastic efforts of the
Conference Coordinating Team.
Through the Office’s Hispanic Outreach efforts in 2011,
parishes and parish clusters developed new strategies to
address local concerns, and called forth leaders for focused
training and development. The Catholic Communities
of East Hartford commissioned 10 community members
as PSM leaders, and developed new projects focused

Bishop Peter Rosazza greets participants at the Annual
Social Justice Conference.

on prayer and leadership development, immigration
assistance, environmental justice and community action,
incorporating leaders from both the Hispanic and
English-speaking communities.
The Environmental Justice Team explored new ways to
raise awareness about climate change, airborne toxins
and other environmental challenges. The team created
a multi-faceted resource packet, “Catholics Celebrating
Creation,” for use in parishes during the Lenten season,
and presented workshops in parishes and at the
Annual Conference.

The Office worked with the CT Network to Abolish
the Death Penalty to raise awareness, co-sponsoring a
presentation by death row exoneree Kirk Bloodworth, who
described his experience of incarceration despite evidence
of his innocence. OCSJM encouraged participation in the
political process through letter-writing and phone calls
to members of the state legislature, and participated in
hearings at the State Capitol.
Staff members also supported CT Students for a DREAM
in their efforts to secure in-state tuition at CT colleges and
universities for undocumented students. Education and
advocacy on their behalf led to the passage of the 6390
In-State Tuition Bill in 2011.

Action
HomeFront Day is an annual event where volunteers
assist elderly and disabled homeowners with necessary
repairs to make their homes safe, warm and dry. OCSJM
has partnered with HomeFront for many years, and
in 2011 twenty-five parish teams completed 24 home
projects.

Spiritual Enrichment
In January, Archbishop Henry Mansell presided at a Mass
of Remembrance for Haiti on the first anniversary of
the earthquake. People gathered to pray, and to pledge
their ongoing support to the relief effort. The Liturgy
was followed by a simple supper, and a presentation by
Catholic Relief Services representative Nora Collins, who
shared CRS’s response to address immediate needs and to
plan for sustainable development in the region.
In March, Mary Cummins Wlodarski, Pastoral
Associate from Holy Trinity Church in Dayton, OH,
presented a Lenten Retreat Day on the theme of “Hope
and Spirituality,” reflecting on ways to find hope in
troubled times.

Advocacy
Several staff members and parish leaders attended
the annual Catholic Social Ministry Gathering in
Washington, DC in February, learning about legislative
issues of concern to Catholics and meeting with
congressional representatives to advocate for more just
social policies.

Volunteers from St. Patrick’s, Enfield, work on a HomeFront project.

Communication
With so many projects in the works, communication
is a key element for effective ministry. In 2011, OCSJM
enhanced it outreach by offering a monthly e-newsletter,
featuring news about local events and activities and a
calendar of note-worthy dates. We also ventured into
the world of Social Media, creating a Facebook page
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and exploring methods of on-line marketing and event
registration. The efforts have been productive and
valuable, enhancing our ability to communicate in an
effective and timely way.

Catholic Relief Services

Cooperative Parish Sharing (CPS)

Catholic Relief Services is the official international
humanitarian relief agency of the U.S. Catholic
community. In the Archdiocese of Hartford, OCSJM is
responsible for promoting the annual CRS Collection,
educating parishes about the work of CRS and managing
CRS programs, such as Operation Rice Bowl and
Fair Trade.

CPS promotes solidarity and shared mission among
the parishes of the Archdiocese by collecting voluntary
contributions from parishes, then distributing the funds
in the form of grants to low-income parishes. CPS was
able to fund 38 projects in 2011. The Cooperative Parish
Sharing Committee reviews parish applications and
provides site visitations.

The CRS Annual
Collection

Thank you for your
support in 2011!

Through the generosity
of the people of our
Archdiocese and others
around the country, CRS
is able to care for the
urgent needs of those
who are victims of war,
persecution, and natural
disasters around the
world. In addition, CRS
works on the ground
with local communities to create and support sustainable
development where communities are locked in the cycle
of poverty.

CRS Collection
Total: $355,378

Emanuel Morales , PSM leader from Our Lady of Sorrows, Hartford, presents
at a workshop in Meriden.

Parish Social Ministry
Statement of Functional Revenue and Expenses
Fiscal Year ending December 31, 2011
Revenue
Grants and Contributions
Archdiocesan Support
Program Income
Other
Total Revenue

105,030
169,750
40,869
9,980
325,629

Expenses
Salaries & Related Expenses
Administrative Costs
Total Expense
Excess (Deficiency) of support and
revenue over expenses

209,066
110,460
319,526

6,103

In 2011, OCSJM Team and Committee members logged
over 2,300 hours of volunteer service.
We are grateful for their generous gifts of time, energy and
creativity and for their faithful commitment to the work of
social justice.
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Operation Rice
Bowl Donations:
$41,965

Capacity Building Grant
In 2011, the Archdiocese of Hartford received a CRS
“Diocesan Capacity Building” Grant, designed to
strengthen and focus the partnership between CRS and
diocesan social ministry offices. The 3-year renewable
grant launched a special effort at OCSJM to connect
with parishes around the theme of Global Solidarity. In
this first year of funding, our work to identify and train
leaders resulted in the development of a Global Solidarity
Leadership Team and a summer immersion trip to
Cuernavaca, Mexico.
OCSJM worked with CRS staff to provide Advocacy
training for parish leaders, and hosted Mary DeLorey,
a CRS Strategic Issues Advisor, to speak at the Annual
Dinner about migration issues and human trafficking.

For the first time in 2011, OCSJM recognized an
outstanding example of CPS at work by awarding the
“Charlie Schlegel Award” to St. Patrick Church in Enfield
for their project of outreach to the Hispanic community.
Charlie Schlegel was one of the founding members of the
CPS Committee, and faithfully served for 40 years before
retiring in 2010. This recognition in his honor will be
awarded at the Annual Dinner each year.

Fiscal Year ending December 31, 2011
Revenue
Pledges Received
Other
Total Revenue

172,607
348
172,955

Expenses
Salaries
Related Expenses
Administrative Costs
Grants to Parishes
Total Expense

13,581
7,967
24,013
155,000
200,561

Excess (Deficiency) of support and revenue
over expenses (Covered by existing reserves)

(27,606)

For a detailed listing of parish contributions and grant recipients, please
visit www.catholicsocialjustice.org

Cooperative Parish Sharing Grant Focus
Educational Development
Hispanic Outreach/Immigration
Youth Ministry
HomeFront
Social Ministry/Social Justice

Office for Catholic Social Justice Ministry

The purpose of CCHD efforts in the Archdiocese is twofold. The program seeks to:

Board of Directors - 2011

• Educate parish communities about poverty in
Connecticut and in the U.S., and equip them to work for
change
• Fund groups in the Archdiocese that are working to
end poverty, using the donations made by parishioners
during the annual parish CCHD Collection in
November each year.
Barbara Wysocki, from St. Elizabeth Seton, Rocky Hill, speaks with Ignacio,
a guide who works with indigenous people, during the immersion trip to
Cuernavaca, MX.

Cooperative Parish Sharing Committee – 2011
CPS Statement of Functional Revenue and Expenses

CCHD Director. The CCHD Committee reviews local
applications and oversees funding for approved projects.

Mrs. Nancy Kiely, Chair
Mr. Robert Appicelli
Mr. Orlando Bolaños
Mr. John Clark
Mr. Richard Dalidowitz
Ms. Mary Beth Dillon
Mrs. Cathy Elia
Mr. Thomas Kmetzo
Ms. Mary O’Brien
Deacon Bob Lewandoski
Deacon Stanley Piotrowski
Mr. Michael Verrett

Catholic Campaign for Human Development
The Catholic Campaign for
Human Development is the
domestic anti-poverty, social
justice program of the U.S.
Catholic Bishops. Its mission
is to address the root causes of
poverty in America through
promotion and support of community-controlled, selfhelp organizations, and through transformative education.
In the Archdiocese of Hartford, CCHD is administered
by OCSJM and the Executive Director acts as the local

Thanks to the generosity of our parishes, the 2010
Archdiocesan CCHD collection totaled $370,503.05,
75% of which was sent to the National CCHD Office in
Washington, D.C. The remaining funds were allocated
within the Archdiocese in 2011, in the form of grants to
assist local community organizing groups, and to OCSJM
for the purpose of parish justice education.

National CCHD Grants Awarded in 2011
Connecticut Coalition for Environmental Justice: $35,000
Public Housing Resident Network: $40,000
Teach Our Children, New Haven: $35,000

Local CCHD Grants Awarded in 2011
Naugatuck Valley Housing Development Corporation:
$15,000
United CT Action for Neighborhoods, Inc.: $15,000
United Action Connecticut, Inc.: $15,000

2011 CCHD Committee
Ms. Kate Clarke
Mr. Thomas McCabe
Ms. Iris Ramos
Deacon Michael Ward

Mrs. Claire Dalidowitz – President
Mrs. Nancy Kiely – Vice President
Ms. Iris Ramos – Secretary
Ms. Patricia Verde – Treasurer
Sr. Elaine Betoncourt, CSJ
Deacon William Gillis
Mr. Charles Herbert
Bishop Peter Rosazza – Ex-Officio, Archbishop’s Representative
Ms. Carol Sue Schmidt
Ms. Rose Alma Senatore – Ex-Officio
Rev. Stephen Sledesky

Staff - 2011
Ronald F. Shea, Interim Executive Director
Lynn Campbell, Parish Social Ministry Coordinator
Arturo Iriarte, Parish Social Ministry Coordinator
Mary O’Brien, Global Solidarity Coordinator
Linda Roberto, Finance and Development Coordinator
Stephanie Holden, Office Manager

Staff who donate their time
Jeanie Graustein, Environmental Justice Coordinator
Nancy Kiely, Cooperative Parish Sharing Coordinator
John Nowicky, Meriden Deanery Coordinator
John Ryan, JustFAITH Coordinator
Graziella Zinn, Peace Ministry Coordinator

Special Thanks to those who provide vital financial
support:
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal
Associates for Justice
Catholic Relief Services
St. Francis Hospital Foundation
St. Raphael Hospital
Webster Bank

Office for Catholic Social Justice Ministry
81 Saltonstall Avenue, New Haven, CT 06513
Phone (203) 777-7279 Fax (203) 776-3233
Email ocsjm@catholicsocialjustice.org
Website www.catholicsocialjustice.org
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