You are receiving this email because of your interest in the Office for Catholic Social Justice Ministry.
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails.
Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

August 2022
Advancing Catholic social teaching by educating, preparing, and
animating parishes to work for social justice

From the Director
Dear Friends,
It’s that time of the year. Back to school. My husband
would love to tease our children when the “It’s the most
wonderful time of the year” jingle would play. I loved
“back to school", not only as a parent who was longing
for some peace and quiet in the home, but ever since I
was a child.
This came to make sense to me, when several years
ago I learned of a parish stewardship coordinator who
was helping parishioners discover their strengths – and
use their God-given talents for ministry. They used the
Clifton Strengths Finder. I took the assessment, which
identified five my signature themes. Not surprisingly, my
#1 theme was “Learner”. I love to learn. If you too are a
learner, here are some ways you can use this strength
and help fulfill God’s purpose in your life:
Attend a conference or workshop; let other know
you are willing to represent your church at these
programs
Start a book club with a religious premise
Share what you learn (from this newsletter!) with
others
You have God-given talents. You have a call to serve
others. It’s a matter of discovering and utilizing your
talents to build the kingdom of God.
Blessings,

Snapshot Where We've Been
Laurie Janecko, of our
Human Trafficking Task
Force, tables on the World
Day Against Trafficking in
Persons

Register Now! Workshops Filling!

Please join us on Saturday, September 17 at the
Omni New Haven for our joint conference with the
Center for Catholic Education & Formation
as we present ~

Dreaming Together
Forming Disciples for Faith and Justice
Registration and Promotional materials can be found at
Dreaming Together.

Keynote: “Grounding Your Ministry in Prayer" Presented by Rev. James Martin, SJ

Conference Workshop Spotlight

“Teaching Conflict Resolution"
Jacqueline Allen Doucot is the co-founder of The Hartford
Catholic Worker. She and her husband Chris raised
two children and many other young people in a community
committed to nonviolent action in the North End
of Hartford. Jackie is an artist and is currently earning a
certificate in Spiritual Direction for Social
Transformation from the Center For Prophetic Imagination.
She has been actively teaching, writing, and
working for Social Justice for over 40 years.

The Hartford Catholic Worker has been teaching conflict
resolution to children for 30 years in the North End of Hartford.
In the wake of rising tensions and violence in our society, we
are thrilled to offer some of our experience in the hopes that
we can help create a culture of nonviolence and work together
to build the beloved community, the kingdom of God.
Continuous Translation to Spanish provided for this workshop

Se proporciona traducción continua del inglés al español.

Parish Spotlight - St. George
Mary Anne is a 71-year-old widow in
Northford who raised her family in her
home. When HomeFront met with her,
Mary Ann had recently injured herself due
to repair issues around her home.
Nearby, volunteers from Appalachian
Service Project in Guilford had spent part
of every summer traveling to Kentucky to
fix up homes for families in
need. Skyrocketing fuel and material costs
made this prohibitive. They could have
taken the year off, but the crew decided to
make lemonade out of lemons and work
closer to home. After reaching out to
HomeFront, Mary Ann’s home is now the
safe haven it was meant to be. In partnership with St. George Parish of Guilford,
volunteers installed bathroom grab bars and replaced railings on the staircase where Mary
Ann had fallen. Before they were through, the volunteers also repaired corner board,
replaced shingles and added fresh coats of paint.
Story sourced from HomeFront, Inc., August 19, 2022
HomeFront is a community-based, volunteer-driven home repair program that provides
FREE repairs to low-income homeowners, thus enabling them to remain in their homes
with an improved quality of life.
Several parishes throughout the Archdiocese participate in HomeFront. To learn more
visit: http://www.homefrontprogram.org/ Our office provides grants to parishes to help
cover the expenses.

A Brief History of Labor Day

NY Labor Day Parade 1882

A Brief History of Labor Day & Catholic Teaching

The first Monday in September is celebrated nationally as Labor Day. So how did we
get this holiday and who created it?
The Labor Day holiday movement began in the late 19th century by labor unions to
celebrate their ever-expanding role in the organized labor movement.
While many states had already enacted laws establishing a labor day holiday, the
federal holiday was not passed until 1894 when President Cleveland signed the bill
into law.
While labor unions were certainly the driving force behind this movement, they had a
very strong ally in the Roman Catholic Church. On May 15, 1891, the Church
released “Rerum Novarum”, a Papal encyclical authored by Pope Leo XIII. In this
document the Pope implored both governments and industry to meet the needs of
the common worker. “…capital cannot do without labor nor labor without capital”
(Rerum Novarum Par. 19)
On May 15, 1931, exactly forty years to the date of Rerum Novarum, Pope Pius XI
released “Quadragesimo Anno” (In the Fortieth year). In this encyclical, the Church again
positioned itself on the side of the workers and the lesser class, promoting the benefits of
unions to negotiate fairly on behalf of workers and advocating for fair wages and improved
working conditions.
On May 14, 1971, 80 years post Rerum Novarum, Pope Paul VI released “Octogesima
Adveniens” (In the Eightieth Year). In this encyclical, Paul VI again addressed the issues
raised by his predecessors, reaffirming the Church’s support of the worker and the
importance of labor unions. “The important role of union organizations must be admitted:
their object is the representation of the various categories of workers, their lawful
collaboration in the economic advance of society, and the development of the sense of
their responsibility for the realization of the common good” (Octogesima Adveniens Par.
14).
This Labor Day, remember those persons and organizations that have worked so hard to
advance the rights and improve the lives of workers and their families. Consider starting
your Labor Day celebration by attending Mass to say thank you. You may attend a virtual
Mass by the Catholic Labor Network on September 5 at 11:00 AM

Register Here
submitted by Joseph Meagher

Social Justice Dinner and Awards
Congratulations to Deacon Adam Michaele! Deacon Adam
is the 2022 recipient of the Most Rev. Donnelly Award,
which is given to an individual for significant contributions
to the achievement of the Catholic vision of social
justice. Through his work in Spiritual Wellness Ministry,
Deacon Adam has raised awareness of mental health issues
and developed ways to address the pain and stigma
associated with mental illness by offering individuals and families a safe space to
share their struggles within the framework of faith.
Join us Tuesday, October 25, 5:00 PM, at the Aqua Turf Club, when Archbishop
Blair will present this award to Deacon Adam.

For tickets call 860-242-5573 ext. 2688 or purchase your tickets
Keynote speaker for this dinner will be Ms. Gloria Purvis.
Catholic speaker and host of the Gloria Purvis Podcast, from America Media
"Building a Culture of Life in Today's World"

Parish Partnership Program
Parish Partnership Program at the
Collaborative Center for Justice
The Collaborative Center for Justice invites you
into deeper participation in civic life through a
lens informed by Catholic Social Teaching!
About the Program
The Parish Partnership Program is a free
opportunity to develop as a leader and to make a
difference in our state. Collaborative Center staff
will organize and train a cohort of up to 50
laypeople from parishes throughout the
Archdiocese to be effective advocates during the
2023 Connecticut legislative session and beyond!
The Parish Partnership Program is divided into two parts. Phase I (October 2022 –
December 2022) consists of community formation and education. We will gather for
relational meetings among participants, discuss and reflect on shared reading, and host
guest speakers who work to advance justice. Phase II (January 2023 – June 2023) consists
of collective action during the Connecticut legislative session after some basic advocacy
training.
About Us
Rooted in the Gospel and committed to Catholic Social Teaching, the Collaborative Center
for Justice advocates for systemic change and educates individuals about social justice in
order to make a difference in the lives of people who are poor and alienated.
Collaborative Center members participate in our three primary areas of civic engagement:
advocacy, educational outreach, and faith-based community organizing. Recent highlights
include:
Successfully advocating for the remediation of environmental and health hazards in
low- and middle-income housing. Center members and our coalition partners
educated public officials, called and emailed legislators, and delivered testimony
before the Connecticut General Assembly.
We have facilitated 20 educational programs for over 535 participants in recent
years. These opportunities help us build a community of leaders informed on issues
such as the crisis at the border, environmental policy, and racial justice.
We invite our members to participate in our faith-based community organizing. They
have contributed to local and statewide efforts for things such as criminal justice reforms
that will benefit hundreds of thousands of residents, educational equity in Connecticut’s
schools, and more equitable state budgets.
For more information or to register, emailadvocacy@ccfj.org, or call 860-692-3066.

Urge U.S. Senators to Protect Pregnant Women

You can help build a culture of life, by encouraging Senator Blumenthal and
Senator Murphy to co-sponsor the Pregnant Workers Fairness Act, S. 1486.
Catholic teaching is clear that policy choices around work should be made to
support the family because “family life and work mutually affect one another.”
(Gaudium et Spes).
The Pregnant Workers Fairness Act (S. 1486) would make the workplace safer
for pregnant workers and their unborn children by requiring employers to
provide pregnant employees with reasonable accommodations. Common
requests made by pregnant women include a chair for jobs that require long
periods of standing up, a modified schedule, light duty for jobs that require
heavy lifting, being able to carry a bottle of water, or permission to take
additional breaks to use the restroom or drink water.
Click Here to send your message

Unplanned
Unplanned Film
Screening and
Discussion
Friday, September 9, 2022
5:45pm (following the 5pm
Mass)
St. Joseph’s Church Hall
129 Edwards St. New
Haven
Unplanned tells the true
story of former Planned
Parenthood Clinic director
Abby Johnson and what led
her to become an outspoken
champion for life.
You are invited to watch the
film and participate in a
facilitated discussion
sponsored by St. Mary’s
Parish Dignity of Life
Committee and the
Respect Life Ministry of the
Archdiocese of Hartford.
Pizza and beverages will be
served.
Please note: The film is rated
R and includes realistic,
graphic depictions of abortion and therefore is not suitable to be viewed by all.
Film Runtime: 1 h 49m.

Please Pre-Register for this free event!
Visit: tinyurl.com/3vxhz72a
Donations toward future Dignity of Life presentations will gladly be accepted on 9/9.

Contact prolife@stmarysnewhaven.org with any questions about the film or registration.

From Fratelli Tutti by Pope Francis
"It is an act of charity to assist someone suffering, but it is also an act of charity ... to work to change the
social conditions that caused his or her suffering."

Resources

Bulletin Announcements for your use
Bulletin announcements to promote "Dreaming Together, Forming Disciples
for Faith and Justice", can be found here.

Mass Shooting Responses

In response to the grave evil of the shootings in Buffalo, Uvalde, Tulsa, and many
other cities we wanted to offer some resources that you might share with your
community.
After Buffalo, After Uvalde, After Tulsa: Broken Hearts, Broken Nation,
Faithful Action. Georgetown University's Initiative on Catholic Social
Thought and Public Life, held an online dialogue last week which featured
Archbishop Gustavo García-Siller of San Antonio, the Diocese that includes
Uvalde. You can access a video recording of the discussion here.
The USCCB's Letter to Congress on Gun Violence
The USCCB's Ad Hoc Committee Against Racism has parish and
educational resources, statements from the Bishops, videos and articles on
the sin of racism, including materials on their most recent statement "Open
Wide Our Hearts".
This Guide on the Practical Steps for Eradicating Racism was prepared by
the USCCB to assist Catholics and people of good will in reflecting on the evil
and harm of racism.
The Ignatian Solidarity Network has compiled this resources page of
prayers, articles, statements, reflections on racism, gun violence and Catholic
teaching on these issues.
Message from Bishop Malesic Offering Prayers to the Buffalo
Community
Message from Bishop Malesic on the school shooting in Uvalde, Texas

Climate Change Campaign Resources
Climate change disproportionally hurts the most vulnerable communities.
CRS’ new campaign seeks to change this. Explore the new climate change
campaign resources.
At the launch of Laudato Si', we prepared a Laudato Si' Parish Toolkit. The
tool kit includes items to include in the parish bulletin.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
DONATE HERE
"Your support helps keep social ministry a vital part of the Archdiocese."
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