
Anti-Trafficking Prevention and Identification in  
Your Community 

 Anti-Trafficking Program 
US Conference of Catholic Bishops/Migration and Refugee Services 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Opening: “Let us silence our minds and open our hearts to praise God for this time we have been given to work together to end the evil of human trafficking, from which more than 27 million women, men and children suffer each day. Join me as we pray to St. Bakhita.”http://www.usccb.org/about/migration-and-refugee-services/national-migration-week/upload/M7-266-Josephine-Bakhita-Prayer-Card.pdf



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ask participants what they think it means and what words come to mind.  Remember: some people may have never heard the term.



“Human trafficking is a horrific crime 
against the basic dignity and rights of the 
human person. All efforts must be 
expended to end it.”  
- The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops' Committee 
on Migration's Statement On Human Trafficking, 2007 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To read the USCCB’s  Committee on Migration’s Statement on Human Trafficking go to http://www.usccb.org/about/anti-trafficking-program/upload/OnHumanTrafficking.pdf



The Catholic Church's strong opposition to 
human trafficking is rooted in principles of 
Catholic social teaching- the sacredness and 
dignity of human life. 
 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
"forbids acts or enterprises that, for any 
reason, lead to the enslavement of human 
beings – to their being bought, sold, and 
exchanged like merchandise, in disregard for 
their personal dignity." 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To read the Catechism of the Catholic Church go to http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church/



“The trade in human persons constitutes a shocking 
offense against human dignity and a grave violation of 
fundamental human rights… Such situations are an 
affront to fundamental values which are shared by all 
cultures and peoples, values rooted in the very nature of 
the human person. The alarming increase in the trade 
in human beings is one of the pressing political, social, 
and economic problems associated with the process of 
globalization; it presents a serious threat to the security 
of individual nations and a question of international 
justice which cannot be deferred.” – Pope John Paul II, May 15, 
2002 in a letter on the Occasion of the “Twenty-First Century Slavery -  
The Human Rights Dimension to Trafficking in Human Beings” 

 



1. Human trafficking is usually in the form of sexual 
exploitation, such as prostitution. 

2. Most victims of human trafficking are kidnapped and 
do not know their captors. 

3. In order to be trafficked you have to be taken into 
another country. 

4. If you agree to work for someone, you cannot claim 
to be a victim of human trafficking. 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Gauge participants’ general knowledge of human trafficking by sharing statements about human trafficking. Ask the participants to tell you if the statements are true or false. If there is a need to ramp up the energy of participants have them move to one side of the room if the statement is true and another side if it is false. Give participants on either side an opportunity to share why they think the statement is true of false. Please note that all of the statements provided are false. Ask participants if they were surprised by any of the statements.



5. Adults cannot be forced to perform labor or 
 exploited, only children. 
6.  Legal businesses do not profit from forced labor 
 and exploitation. 
7.  If a victim of human trafficking is living in the 
 United States illegally, they cannot be protected by 
 legal authorities or receive services. 
8. I have never benefitted from services or goods 
 produced by a victim of human trafficking. 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
At the conclusion of the exercise ask participants if they were surprised by any of the statements. Please note that all of the statements provided are false. 



“…a crime against humanity. We must unite our efforts 
to free the victims and stop this increasingly aggressive 
crime which threatens not only individuals, but the basic 
values of society and of international security and justice, 
to say nothing of the economy, and the fabric of the 
family and our coexistence.” – Pope Francis, December 
12, 2013 in his address to new ambassadors to the Holy 
See 



12.3 million people 
worldwide forced into 

labor and sexual 
exploitation  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Human trafficking is modern day slavery, a violation of human rights, a federal crime in the United States, and a crime in many states.

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e4/Globe.png




 The Act: “the recruitment, transportation, transfer, 
harboring, or receipt of persons.” 

 The Means: “threat or use of force or other forms of 
coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the 
abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of 
the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to 
achieve the consent of a person having control over 
another person, for the purpose of exploitation.” 

 The Purpose: “sexual exploitation, forced labor or 
services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, 
servitude or the removal of organs” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 2000, the United Nations reached an agreement, commonly known as the Palermo Protocol, to define human trafficking.



Trafficking Victims Protection Act Definition 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the United States, the Trafficking Victims Protection Act defines human trafficking as follows. One element from each category must be present for it to be deemed human trafficking, unless it is a commercial sex act by MINOR. Minors may not legally consent to commercial sexual exploitation—so force/fraud/coercion need not be present. Commercial sex act is defined as any sex act on account of which anything of value is given to or received by any person.  Commercial element itself is considered inducement. Commercial sex implies that the act already happened, but, sometimes sex trafficking cases can also fall under labor if involuntary servitude for purposes of sex.  



• Includes rape, beatings, 
starvation, constraint, and 
confinement. 

Force 

• False and deceptive offers of 
employment, marriage, or a 
better life. 

Fraud 

•Threats of serious harm to the victim, the victim’s 
family, or another person. 
•Make victims believe that failure to perform an act 

would result in serious harm to or physical restraint. 
•Abuse or threatened abuse of the legal system 

against victim. 

Coercion 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As defined in the United States by the Trafficking Victims Protection Act



 The number of people trafficked globally is unknown, 
but it is estimated at 700,000 to 2 million people each 
year. 

 
 People suffering from poverty and disadvantaged and 

marginalized groups are disproportionately affected. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Based on the definitions provided or their own knowledge, ask the participants to share examples of the profiles of victims of human trafficking.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ask participants if they are surprised by any of the statistics. And if so, why?



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ask participants if they are surprised by any of the statistics. And if so, why?



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ask participants if they are surprised by any of the statistics. And if so, why?



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ask participants if they are surprised by any of the statistics. And if so, why?



A 2013 survey found that between November 2012 and 
April 2013 Catholic Charities agencies in the US served 

an average of 

4 Adult Male 
Victims 

4 Adult Female 
Victims 

2 Minor Victims 

9 Foreign National Victims 
 
 
1 Domestic Victim 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For more information, refer to http://www.scribd.com/doc/166023167/Human-Trafficking-Fact-Sheet



USCCB Served 2,223 Immigrant Victims of Trafficking 
between April 2006 – July 2011 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For more information, refer to: http://www.usccb.org/about/anti-trafficking-program/upload/data-from-hhs-usccb-contract.pdf



Kinds of Exploitation & Common Industries 
 Sex 

• commercial sex work 
• gang involvement 
• massage parlors 
• exotic dancing 

 Labor 
• agriculture or horticulture 
• food processing/agricultural processing/packing; fishing 
• construction, landscaping, maintenance   
• manufacturing; garment, assembly work, piecework   
• hospitality & service industry; restaurants, nightclubs, 

hotels 
• domestic work  
• personal care/nursing homes 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is an overview of the trends in human trafficking cases. These are the industries where exploitation is common; these are are often the unregulated or poorly regulated industries.Ask participants if they were surprised by any of the case examples. Do they know of any other cases that would fall under these categories? What are some of the other trends/similarities in the cases that they noticed?



Irene* was legally employed for a 
company that supplied housekeepers to 
hotels. She was told that she would be 
making enough money to live comfortably 
and send money home to her family. 
Instead the company paid her $1/hr and 
deducted housing, transportation and other 
fees from her paychecks.  

She was required to live in a company supplied two bedroom apartment with six 
other workers where she slept on the floor. If workers complained, they were told 
they would be arrested if they tried to leave and they would owe the company 
hundreds of dollars in “fees”. Irene felt afraid and trapped, but confided in a 
Good Samaritan. With the help of a local organization and USCCB’s Anti-
Trafficking Program, Irene escaped, got legal and financial assistance and was 
able to rebuild her life. She found a new job and now understands her rights as a 
worker and can protect herself from exploitation. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Read each case example and ask participants to tell you why these individuals have been identified as victims of human trafficking. How were their rights violated? How were they exploited?



Eddy* came to the U.S. with his father to 
work on a farm picking blueberries. His 
employer was supposed to supply food and 
housing on the farm. Instead, their identity 
documents were taken from them and they 
were forced to live and work in dangerous 
conditions with little to no food or rest. One 
day Eddy and his father were burned by a 
chemical used on the farm. The employer 
refused to let them seek medical attention 
and Eddy’s father died.  

When inspectors came to the farm, Eddy was forced to lie about his age and the 
working conditions. Eddy was afraid of what the employer would do if he tried 
to leave, especially with no where to go and without identity documents. 
Eventually, Eddy got the courage to escape late at night when his employer was 
away. With the help of a local organization and USCCB’s Anti-Trafficking 
Program, Eddy was able to reunite with his family and begin building a new life.  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Read each case example and ask participants to tell you why these individuals have been identified as victims of human trafficking. How were their rights violated? How were they exploited?



Allison* was in the foster care system 
since she was seven years old, frequently 
being moved from one foster family to 
another. She felt invisible and unloved. At 
12, she was befriended by an older man 
who listened to her problems and was 
always there for her. He convinced her 
that he loved her and they should start a 
life together.  

Allison ran away from her home and depended on this man to take care of 
her. The man convinced her that she needed to have sex for money to repay 
him for his kindness to her. She was soon being forced to have sex with up to 
ten customers a night. One day after being badly beaten by a customer, she 
confided in a nurse at the hospital. She was afraid, but hoped there could be a 
better life for her. She was able to escape and is working to create that better 
life for herself.  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Read each case example and ask participants to tell you why these individuals have been identified as victims of human trafficking. How were their rights violated? How were they exploited?



Ana* was only 17 when she was lured to the 
U.S. by a man who promised her a job as a 
hostess at a restaurant. The man brought her to 
the U.S. and delivered her to her new “boss”, 
the owner of a bar. She was raped by the bar 
owner and then forced to have sex with patrons. 
If she refused, she was beaten and told she 
would be arrested and deported.  

Ana was afraid for her life and ashamed of what she had been made to do. She 
didn’t think anyone would help her. Thankfully she was rescued by police who 
discovered the human trafficking ring after an investigation of the bar owner. 
With the help of a local Catholic charity and USCCB’s Anti-Trafficking 
Program, Ana was able to begin the long process of healing and building a new 
life. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Read each case example and ask participants to tell you why these individuals have been identified as victims of human trafficking. How were their rights violated? How were they exploited?



Daniel was sent to the U.S. when he was 
13. His parents, who were very poor, 
arranged for him to work in a restaurant 
for his “auntie”. He worked every day of 
the week and slept in the back of the 
restaurant. He never went to school and 
was told that he had to work to repay his 
debt to his smugglers. After that was 
repaid, he was told his wages would be 
sent home to his family. Daniel wanted to 
help his family so he did what he was told.  

After two years, his debt was still not repaid and he was being increasingly 
mistreated by his “auntie”. A customer suspected something was wrong and called 
Child Protective Services. Daniel was rescued and placed with a foster family 
who helped him enroll in school and reclaim his childhood. 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Read each case example and ask participants to tell you why these individuals have been identified as victims of human trafficking. How were their rights violated? How were they exploited?



Educated or no formal education 

Men, women, and children 

Individuals, families or groups 

Documented or undocumented 

Diversity of nationality  

Diverse in age, race, class, gender, religion, and culture 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Not all victims are undocumented.  We frequently see cases of trafficking with workers who arrive legally through the H2A and H2B visa programs. They can be highly skilled and educated, but deceived by a recruiter to leave their home countries for better opportunities abroad. Once they arrive, they do not receive what they have been promised, but are trapped or feel too ashamed to return home.



Physical and sexual abuse  
Threats against the victim and/or the victim’s family  
Withholding income/wages 
Psychological abuse and manipulation including tactics to 
create dependency    
Use of shame against the victim  
Debt bondage 
Restricted contact with the outside world  
Drug or alcohol dependency 
Making the victim believe he/she will be arrested if they escape  
Seizing or destroying the victim’s identification documents 
Moving the victim from place to place 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Most traffickers enslave their victims without ever physically capturing them.  Ask participants what methods traffickers might use to control their victims. Get participants’ responses before showing the bullets.









Unable to leave the work environment 
Has limited contact with family or friends 
They are an adult, but someone else controls their movement 
Not allowed to speak for themselves or someone else always 
answers basic questions on their behalf 
Shows visible fear or anxiety, but avoids eye contact 
Repeatedly has unexplained injuries or bruises 
Has no form of formal identification, such as a passport, 
license, state ID 
Receives little or no payment  
Works excessively long hours over long periods 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
While victims of human trafficking are at times hidden in our communities, there are some signs that we should not ignore. Ask participants what some of these signs might be. Get participants’ responses before showing the bullets.



“I have always been distressed at the lot of those who are 
victims of various kinds of human trafficking. How I wish 
that all of us would hear God’s cry: “Where is your 
brother?” (Gen 4:9). Where is your brother or sister who 
is enslaved? Where is the brother and sister whom you are 
killing each day in clandestine warehouses, in rings of 
prostitution, in children used for begging, in exploiting 
undocumented labor? Let us not look the other way. There 
is greater complicity than we think. The issue involves 
everyone! This infamous network of crime is now well 
established in our cities, and many people have blood on 
their hands as a result of their comfortable and silent 
complicity.” – Pope Francis, Apostolic Exhortation, 
Evangelii Gaudium, November 2013 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Share some of Pope Francis’ statements to remind participants of Catholic teaching on human trafficking



“Together we can and must employ our energies so that 
these women, men and children can be freed, thus 
putting an end to this horrible trade… Responsibility is 
required towards those who have fallen victim to 
trafficking in order to protect their rights, to guarantee 
their safety and that of their families, and to prevent the 
corrupt and criminals from escaping justice and having 
the last word over the lives of others.” –Pope Francis, 
December 12, 2013 in his address to new ambassadors to 
the Holy See 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Share some of Pope Francis’ statements to remind participants of Catholic teaching on human trafficking



To report human trafficking: 
National Human Trafficking Resource Center  
Operates 24/7, provides service referrals  
Call- 1-888-3737-888 
Text-  BeFree (233733) 
 
In an emergency, call 911. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Share suggestions for what participants can do to help victims and not support human trafficking



 Don’t support slave labor. Trafficking can be 
anywhere—hotels, clubs, restaurants, etc. Don’t 
overlook it.  

 Be aware of the signs and report situations that 
seem suspicious. 
 

 Visit www.slaveryfootprint.org to learn more about 
how consumers unknowingly support slave labor. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As consumers, we are supporting slavery every day without knowing it.  We also have the power to influence chance just by changing what we buy. 

http://www.slaveryfootprint.org/


“It is good for people to realize that purchasing is always a 
moral – and not simply economic – act. Hence the consumer 
has a specific social responsibility, which goes hand-in-hand 
with the social responsibility of the enterprise.” - Pope Benedict 
XVI (Caritas in Veritate) 



 Visit Catholic Relief Services Fair Trade for more 
resources www.crsfairtrade.org   

 Look for items labeled “fair trade” especially 
 on products like coffee, tea, sugar, chocolate, and 

cotton 
 Read the Department of Labor reports on goods 

made by child labor, forced labor, and human 
trafficking 
http://www.dol.gov/ilab/media/reports/iclp/main.htm 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Do your research so that you know how your goods were produced.

http://www.crsfairtrade.org/
http://www.dol.gov/ilab/media/reports/iclp/main.htm


 Know the origins of the goods you sell, especially how 
they are manufactured or harvested 

 Ensure that all workers and contractors are treated 
fairly*. 

 Partner with a local anti-trafficking organization to 
offer employment to survivors of trafficking who are 
trying to rebuild their lives 

 Learn about your responsibilities as an employer 
www.dol.gov/whd  

 Use the Department of Labor toolkit for responsible 
business www.dol.gov/ilab/child-forced-
labor/index.htm  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
*ANYONE working in the US is protected by our labor laws, including wage and hour; child labor laws; and workers compensation insurance, regardless of their legal status OR employment authorizationTrafficking networks often rely on legitimate businesses to sustain their operations and infrastructure. The supply is fed by the demand.

http://www.dol.gov/whd
http://www.dol.gov/ilab/child-forced-labor/index.htm
http://www.dol.gov/ilab/child-forced-labor/index.htm


 Make a personal commitment to combating this evil. 
 Visit www.usccb.org/stopslavery to learn more about 

human trafficking 
 Lead a gathering or pray on your own.  
 Host a workshop and tell others. 
 Be an ethical consumer and employer. 
 Report trafficking if you suspect it. 
 Support the work of the USCCB’s Anti-Trafficking 

Program 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Have participants reflect on what more they could be doing in their communities to combat human trafficking. Have participants share their ideas with the group before revealing the suggestions.

http://www.usccb.org/about/anti-trafficking-program/index.cfm


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Say your own prayer or the intercessions from the USCCB’s February 8, 2014 mass in Observance of the Day of Prayer for Victims and Survivors of Human Trafficking:http://www.usccb.org/about/anti-trafficking-program/upload/USCCB-February82014-Mass-Intercessions.pdf
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