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Pastoral Response: 
ά9ƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛƴ 
IŀǊƳƻƴȅέ

ÅtŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ [ŜǘǘŜǊΥ άƻǇŜƴ ǿƛŘŜ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎέ



Prayer of 
Encountering 

Christ in 
Harmony

God of all harmony & source of 
our faith, loving Father who 
chose us to be your own and 
formed us together as one family 
in Christ, send forth your Spirit 
among us.

May our encounters with Christ, 
your Son, through the Scriptures 
and the breaking of the bread 
remind us of our identity in 
Christ amid the multitude of 
cultural heritages present in your 
Church today.

May our encounters with the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and with the 
communion of saints, strengthen 
us so that we may sustain & pass 
down the Catholic faith of our 
ancestors and elders from one 
generation to the next.

May our encounters with one 
another, in our families and 
parishes, nurture more leaders 
among us, that they may 
answer your call more readily, 
and look to Christ, our Savior, 
as the example of humble 
service.

Enliven our hearts this day and 
always, so that, going forth 
into the world, we may 
become better servants of 
your Word and bearers of your 
love for all to see.

We ask this through our Lord, 
Jesus Christ, who strengthens 
us in faith, and in the power of 
the Holy Spirit, who binds us 
together in love and harmony, 
one God, forever and ever. 
Amen.



The Asian American Catholic Experience

ÅHistorical background of the Asian American 
Catholic Experience

ÅDistinguishing features of this community

ÅXenophobia and anti-Asian Racism in the 
time of COVID-19 crisis

____________________________________

üNothing remains the same. 
Adaptation of religious practices is 
inevitable.  

üWe are good at meeting Asian American 
/ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ άŜǘƘƴƛŎέ ƭŜǾŜƭΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
level of race. E.g., multicultural liturgy

üCOVID-19 brought to the surface the sins of 
our past; anti-Asian racism that we have 
consistently overlooked in our society

üThe sins of our past include the anti-Chinese 
hostility of Irish Catholics and the Catholic 
/ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ an openly critical 
stance on the enactment of the 1882 
Chinese Exclusion Act



άLƴ-ōŜǘǿŜŜƴέ 
stage



Theology of Marginality

{ǘŀƎŜ мΥ άƛƴ-ōŜǘǿŜŜƴέ ŜȄǇ
The act of existing in two 
different worlds yet never 
completely belonging to 
ƻƴŜΤ ƛΦŜΦΣ άǇŜǊǇŜǘǳŀƭ 
ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴŜǊέ

{ǘŀƎŜ нΥ άƛƴ-ōƻǘƘέ ŜȄǇ
Belonging to both the 
world of their ancestors 
and the world of their 
adopted country

{ǘŀƎŜ оΥ άƛƴ-ōŜȅƻƴŘέ
ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ άƛƴ-
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴέ ŀƴŘ άƛƴ-ōƻǘƘέ



The Asian American Catholic Experience

ÅAsian Americans: Asians who have 
been in the U.S. for many years and 
who consider U.S. their home, or 
Asians who were born here or whose 
families have been here for many 
generations.  I do not mean recently 
arrived Asian immigrantswho have 
not acclimated to the American 
context.

ÅAsian Ethnics:Asian Americans of 
second or later generations

×There is no generic Asian Americans 
or generic Asian American Catholics. 
But all Asian Americans experience, 
to a varying degree, a sense that we 
are foreigners within our own 
country. This is called the perpetual 
foreigner stereotype.



Asian Pacific 
American 
Catholics

Asian Americans

East Asia, South 
Asia, Southeast 
Asia, Central 
Asia, West Asia

Comprised 53 
countries and 
territories

Pacific Islanders

Three major 
groups of Islands:

Melanesia, 
Micronesia, 
Polynesia

Countries/territor
ies: at least 15





Asian 
American 
Population by 
Ethnic Origin 
(2018)
Source: U.S. 
Census 
Bureau

Chinese (except Taiwanese) 5.2 million

Asian Indian 4.5 million

Filipino 4.1 million

Vietnamese 2.2 million

Korean 1.9 million

Japanese 1.5 million

Total (Asian alone-or-in-combination) 22.6 million

Total (Pacific Islander Americans) 1.4 million



US API Catholic 
Population
Estimates

Filipino      2,267,949
Vietnamese 494,750
Chinese 349,148
Korean 204,554
Pac Islander151,009
Asian Indian149,981
Japanese 57,448



t9² άǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǳƴŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘŜŘέΥ
a. atheists
b. agnostics
c. nothing in particular

1.spiritual but not religious
2.humanists
3.unchurched believers
4.liminals



Visiting 
Scholars 
having lunch 
at the 
Chinese 
University of 
Hong Kong 



Notre Dame Cathedral



Marian 
Devotions

Our Lady of 
Velankanni

and

Our Lady of China


