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Pastoral Response: 
“Encountering Christ in 
Harmony”

• Pastoral Letter: “open wide our hearts”



Prayer of 
Encountering 

Christ in 
Harmony

God of all harmony & source of 
our faith, loving Father who 
chose us to be your own and 
formed us together as one family 
in Christ, send forth your Spirit 
among us.

May our encounters with Christ, 
your Son, through the Scriptures 
and the breaking of the bread 
remind us of our identity in 
Christ amid the multitude of 
cultural heritages present in your 
Church today.

May our encounters with the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and with the 
communion of saints, strengthen 
us so that we may sustain & pass 
down the Catholic faith of our 
ancestors and elders from one 
generation to the next.

May our encounters with one 
another, in our families and 
parishes, nurture more leaders 
among us, that they may 
answer your call more readily, 
and look to Christ, our Savior, 
as the example of humble 
service.

Enliven our hearts this day and 
always, so that, going forth 
into the world, we may 
become better servants of 
your Word and bearers of your 
love for all to see.

We ask this through our Lord, 
Jesus Christ, who strengthens 
us in faith, and in the power of 
the Holy Spirit, who binds us 
together in love and harmony, 
one God, forever and ever. 
Amen.



The Asian American Catholic Experience

• Historical background of the Asian American 
Catholic Experience

• Distinguishing features of this community

• Xenophobia and anti-Asian Racism in the 
time of COVID-19 crisis

____________________________________

Nothing remains the same. 
Adaptation of religious practices is 
inevitable.  

We are good at meeting Asian American 
Catholics at the “ethnic” level, but we 
don’t know how to meet them at the 
level of race. E.g., multicultural liturgy

COVID-19 brought to the surface the sins of 
our past; anti-Asian racism that we have 
consistently overlooked in our society

The sins of our past include the anti-Chinese 
hostility of Irish Catholics and the Catholic 
Church’s failure to take an openly critical 
stance on the enactment of the 1882 
Chinese Exclusion Act



“In-between” 
stage



Theology of Marginality

Stage 1: “in-between” exp
The act of existing in two 
different worlds yet never 
completely belonging to 
one; i.e., “perpetual 
foreigner”

Stage 2: “in-both” exp
Belonging to both the 
world of their ancestors 
and the world of their 
adopted country

Stage 3: “in-beyond”
an integration of both “in-
between” and “in-both”



The Asian American Catholic Experience

• Asian Americans: Asians who have 
been in the U.S. for many years and 
who consider U.S. their home, or 
Asians who were born here or whose 
families have been here for many 
generations.  I do not mean recently 
arrived Asian immigrants who have 
not acclimated to the American 
context.

• Asian Ethnics: Asian Americans of 
second or later generations

There is no generic Asian Americans 
or generic Asian American Catholics. 
But all Asian Americans experience, 
to a varying degree, a sense that we 
are foreigners within our own 
country. This is called the perpetual 
foreigner stereotype.



Asian Pacific 
American 
Catholics

Asian Americans

East Asia, South 
Asia, Southeast 
Asia, Central 
Asia, West Asia

Comprised 53 
countries and 
territories

Pacific Islanders

Three major 
groups of Islands:

Melanesia, 
Micronesia, 
Polynesia

Countries/territor
ies: at least 15





Asian 
American 
Population by 
Ethnic Origin 
(2018)
Source: U.S. 
Census 
Bureau

Chinese (except Taiwanese) 5.2 million

Asian Indian 4.5 million

Filipino 4.1 million

Vietnamese 2.2 million

Korean 1.9 million

Japanese 1.5 million

Total (Asian alone-or-in-combination) 22.6 million

Total (Pacific Islander Americans) 1.4 million



US API Catholic 
Population
Estimates

Filipino      2,267,949
Vietnamese 494,750
Chinese 349,148
Korean 204,554
Pac Islander 151,009
Asian Indian 149,981
Japanese 57,448



PEW “religiously unaffiliated”:
a. atheists
b. agnostics
c. nothing in particular

1.spiritual but not religious
2.humanists
3.unchurched believers
4.liminals



Visiting 
Scholars 
having lunch 
at the 
Chinese 
University of 
Hong Kong 



Notre Dame Cathedral



Marian 
Devotions

Our Lady of 
Velankanni

and

Our Lady of China



Our Lady of La Vang Our Lady of Antipolo



Archbishop Blasé Cupich 
leads Chinese Rites of 
Veneration of Ancestors at 
St. Therese Catholic Church

Chinese Catholics welcome the New Year 
with “love, service, prayer, and harmony” in 
San Francisco



2009 Karen New Year Celebration



2009 Karen New Year Celebration



Archdiocesan Multicultural Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral
Sydney, Australia



Mary Waters’ “ethnic 
option”

Ethnicity for white 
Americans is an optional 
trait, one that can be 
invoked at certain times 
and ignored at other 
times. This, however, is 
not the case for people of 
color.



Feb., 2020: “Asian 
Woman Allegedly 
Attacked in New 

York Subway 
Station for Wearing 
a Protective Mask”

March, 2020: A 
woman punched an 

Asian American 
woman for not 
wearing a mask

• Twitter (Mar 23, 
2020): Jeff Yang

• So I had my first 
“breathing while 
Asian” moment.

• Went out for 
groceries and an 
older masked white 
woman passing by 
the line shouted 
“FUCK YOU” at me 
for no apparent 
reason. As I stared at 
her, she pulled off 
her mask, coughed 
directly at me, 
turned on her heel 
and walked off.

• Lucy Li, anesthesiology 
resident at MA General 
Hospital experienced 
verbal harassment from 
a stranger who followed 
her to the subway and 
discharged a profanity-
laced outburst at her. 
Initially, she was 
stunned and, later, was 
saddened and anger by 
the irony. She said, “I’m 
risking my own personal 
health, and then to be 
vilified just because of 
what I look like.”



Violent Assault

Asian American teen 
assaulted by bullies at his 
high school after they 
accused him of having 
coronavirus. He ended up in 
the Emergency Room.



Violent Assault

Texas: 3 Asian 
American 
family members 
were stabbed at 
SAM’s Club, 
including a 2-yr 
old & a 6-yr old 
by a 19-yr old 
suspect (Jose 
Gomez)



U. S. History of Using Disease to
Justify Xenophobia

• As Chinese population grew in 1850 –
70s, so did complaints 
• Chinese were forced to live in 

overcrowded quarters (Chinatowns) 
and were associated with filth and 
disease

• Sensational print media about dirt & 
disease in  Chinatowns found 
widespread acceptance



U. S. History of Using Disease 
to Justify Xenophobia

• Chinese immigrants were racialized as 
“dog eaters” and other grotesque 
animals, like rats and mice

• Chinese immigrants were accused of 
stealing jobs from white men, and was 
seen as genetic carriers of all sorts of 
diseases

• 1882: Chinese Exclusion Act



1882 Chinese 
Exclusion Act



Asian
Immigration
1840s

Chinese & Irish came to the U.S. about the same time

Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo
1848

European
Immigration
1840s

13th Amendment
1865



Denis Kearney 
and the 
Workingmen’s 
Party with their 
xenophobic 
slogan, “The 
Chinese Must 
Go!”


