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Advancing Catholic social teaching by educating, preparing, and
animating parishes to work for social justice

From the Director
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
In his first letter to the Corinthians St. Paul uses the
image of the body to show how we are parts of Christ’s
body. “Now the body is not a single part, but many, if a
foot should say, ‘Because I am not a hand I do not
belong to the body,’ it does not for this reason belong
any less to the body.” This interconnectedness theme
prevails in modern social teaching of Pope Francis,
particularly in Laudato Si’ and Fratelli Tutti, where he
emphasizes integral ecology and speaks strongly
against individualism, calling it a virus which does not
make us more free, more equal, or more fraternal.
It is impossible to do the ministry of a social justice
director alone. I rely on so many people to implement
our mission of “advancing Catholic social teaching by
preparing, educating, and animating parishes to work for
social justice”. From the guest speakers for our
webinars, to the behind the scenes work on our
communications, to the strategic guidance of board
members, this is a team effort. I am grateful for this spirit

Snapshot Where We've Been
With support from our
office, a newly formed
group of 14 individuals
have been participating in
diversity, equity, and
identity sessions with
Nicole Miller. Through this
process we hope to grow
in our self-awareness and
position ourselves to be of
assistance within the
Archdiocese.

of unity.
It is a good time in history to be reminded of this
interconnection St. Paul and Pope Francis reference.
This may be why Father Richard Rohr, of the Center for
Contemplation and Action, has chosen “Nothing Stands
Alone” as the 2022 theme for his Daily Meditations.
While it is not our custom to have a theme for the year,
in 2022 we will be intentional about not going it alone.
As you can see in this newsletter, we’ve gotten a jump
start with our collaboration with the Jewish Federation of
Greater Hartford and the diocese’s education and
formation office.

Our conference planning
committee has taken new
shape and begun planning
for our 2022 conference
with the Center for Catholic
Education & Formation

It has been a blessing to journey with you this year, and
I look forward to working with you and your community
in a spirit of unity in 2022.
Blessings,
Lynn

IMPORTANT CONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENT
The Center for Catholic Education & Formation and the Office for
Catholic Social Justice Ministry of the Archdiocese of Hartford will
sponsor a joint conference on Saturday September 17, 2022 at the
Omni New Haven at Yale. The theme, Dreaming Together:
Forming Disciples for Faith and Justice takes its name from “Let
us Dream” by Pope Francis, who encourages us to dream of a
better future. The conference will include educational and practical
pieces on faith formation topics such as lifelong formation, parent
involvement and kerygma, social justice issues, and Catholic social
teaching. Attendees will gain skills in integrating social ministry and
Catholic social teaching into classroom, parish, and family life.
This conference will replace the annual Bishop Rosazza Conference of our office and the
Missio Conference of the Education & Formation Office.

Thank You Associates for Justice
Thank you to all who gave this year to support the
important work of social justice ministry. You are
helping us advance Catholic social teaching by
educating and preparing parishes to work for social
justice. Your support helps us go above and
beyond in our ministry. Because of your donations

we were able to offer free webinars, free Stations of
the Cross for victims of human trafficking booklets,
and a free virtual conference this year. God bless
you!
Click here If you would like to become an Associate
for Justice.

Build Back Better Bill

As you read this, US Senators are considering whether to include immigration reform
measures in the Build Back Better Bill. It would grant work permits to approximately 7
million undocumented immigrants – those who have resided continuously in the United
States since January 1, 2011. This would be an important step forward that will change the
lives of some of our community members. Faith Week of Actions are being planned
across the country. Although both of our U.S. Senators have been supportive, it is still
important that they hear from us. Give Senator Blumenthal (860) 258-6940 or Senator
Murphy (860) 549-8463 a call and ask them to include this provision in the Build Back
Better Bill.
“The presence of millions of people living without easy access to basic human rights and
necessities is a great injustice.” (USCCB, Catholic Social Teaching on Immigration and the
Movement of Peoples)

Pope Francis Invites us to the Laudato Si’ Action Platform
What is the Laudato Si’ Action Platform?
The Laudato Si’ Action Platform empowers the universal Church and all people of good
will to respond to Laudato Si’, Pope Francis’ encyclical on caring for our common home.
The Platform is designed for seven sectors: families and individuals, parishes and diocese,
educational institutions, healthcare, organizations and groups, religious orders, and the
economic sector. Responding can be as simple as gathering a group of family and friends
to create a plan and take action. Choose one of the Laudato Si’Goals, check out the
resources provided, and pray to the Holy Spirit for guidance. Additional Resources can be
found on our Laudato Si’ webpage.

JustFaith Movie Night: ‘Breaking Boundaries’
Wednesday, December 15, 2021
6:45 to 8:30 p.m.
Taking momentum from the COP 26 Climate
Summit and the recent promulgation of the
Vatican’s Laudato Si platform, the JustFaith
Environmental Concerns Committee of Holy
Family Passionist Retreat Center, West
Hartford, will host a viewing of the 2021
Netflix documentary, Breaking Boundaries:
The Science of Our Planet. The 75-minute
film will be shown in the Holy Family main
conference room and will be followed by discussion.
Featuring Sir David Attenborough and Professor Johan Rockstrom, Breaking Boundaries
explores the science behind the devastating impact humanity has had on the Earth. The
film details just how far we’ve pushed Earth beyond the boundaries that have kept our
planet stable for millennia, and what steps need to be taken to turn things around.
The event is free and open to the public. We look forward to sharing this documentary
with you and brainstorming suggestions for action to address our present-day climate
emergency.
Free-will offering

Dorothy Day - Path to Sainthood

After seven years of collecting evidence, On December 8, the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception, Cardinal Timothy Dolan completed the seven-year collection of evidence
supporting Dorothy Day’s Cause for Sainthood. The boxes of evidence, bound in red tape
will go to the Congregation for the Causes of Saints at the Vatican.
For more information on Dorothy Day and her cause for canonization visit The Dorothy
Day Guild.

Parish Social Ministry Gatherings
Social Justice Stations of the Cross. CRS Rice
Bowl. Lenten Works of Mercy. January is the time
for Lenten program planning. Join us on January
12, 7:00 PM for our monthly Parish Social Ministry
Gathering. Connect with people across the
Archdiocese. Gather ideas from each other, and
learn how to use CRS Rice Bowl materials to make

Lent more meaningful.
Sign on here for all future meetings on the 2nd Wednesday of the month

Catholic Social Ministry Gathering 2022

"Justice at the Margins”
Saturday Jan. 29 – Tuesday Feb. 1, 2022 Virtual Gathering
The Catholic Social Ministry Gathering (CSMG) is organized by the Department of Justice,
Peace and Human Development, 10 USCCB departments, and 20 national Catholic
organizations. It is an opportunity to pray, learn, and advocate together as we seek to
create communities of justice where all can thrive.
For more than 30 years, the CSMG has brought together hundreds of participants whose
faith inspires them to address pressing current domestic and global challenges affecting
our most vulnerable brothers and sisters at home and around the world. This year’s virtual
gathering will include:
Inspiring speakers and grassroots voices in Church and society
Workshops with policy experts and community leaders
Intentional opportunities for best practice-sharing among participants
Resources from dozens of Catholic social ministry organizations
Virtual advocacy visits with elected officials
The program at CSMG 2022 will be bilingual (English and Spanish), with translation
available for plenary sessions and unique Spanish-only workshops. All plenary sessions,
sponsored events, and workshops presentations will be recorded and make available
afterwards in the Virtual Attendee Hub. The Legislative Issues Briefings & Advocacy 101
Webinar will also be recorded and made available afterwards in preparation for the virtual
Hill Day. Schedule, additional information and registration can be found at the CSMG
website. Registration is $50. Financial assistance is available. Click here to apply.

The Office for Catholic Social Ministry of the Archdiocese of Hartfordinvites you to attend
as part of the Connecticut delegation.

Anti-Semitism Webinar

Did you know that one in four American Jews have been targeted by antisemitism over the
past year?
We recently partnered with the Jewish Federations of Connecticut in support of their
Shine a Light Campaign to raise awareness around Anti-Semitism. The Campaign
culminated with a very informative webinar, presented by Oren Jacobson, Co-Founder of
Project Shema and Elle Cooper, a recent college graduate and Anti-Defamation League
volunteer.
Here is the link to the webinar recording and a recommended reading list provided by the
Jewish Book Council.

“We affirm the value of entering into dialogue with members of other churches and with
other religions for the sake of the common god and out of love and respect for all others.”
Archdiocese of Hartford, Synod 2020 Concluding Report

Campaign for Human Development at Work

Keep the Promise Coalition is a
member based organization which
receives funds from the Catholic
Campaign for Human
Development (CCHD). Jordan
Fairchild and Holly Hackett
presented us with this heartfelt
thank you gift made by members of
the Coalition in gratitude for the
support CCHD has given to
Connecticut community members
who live with mental health
conditions. In an accompanying
letter they wrote:
Because of your continued gifts, we have collaborated to make incredible milestones over
the years towards affordable fair housing, healthcare, mental health parity, and
community support services just to name a few…. We wanted those who support CCHD
funding to know our deep appreciation for your belief in our grassroots organization and
the amazing people it continues to serve. We will continue to focus on assistance of
vulnerable communities to have their voices heard so that equitable services will be
available to all who need them.
This is one example of how your support for the CCHD collection is transforming the
places we live into reflections of the Kingdom of God. You can read more about CCHD on
our webpage. If you missed the Nov. collection, you can still support the CCHD collection
online with iGiveCatholic

From the Office of Faith and Culture

Merry Christmas

Resources

Advent Resources
IgnatianSpirituality.com, a Service of Loyola Press offers:
Arts & Faith: Advent video commentary about works of art inspired by the Sunday
Scriptures of Advent
The USCCB offers an Advent Calendar, Bulletin Inserts, Prayers, Social Media
Posts, and reflections.

Two new parish grants are available
Broad-Based Organization Membership Assistance Grants and
Social Justice and Racial Justice Capacity Building Grants.
More information and grant materials are available on our website at:
http://www.catholicsocialjustice.org/grants.html







VISIT OUR WEBSITE
DONATE HERE
"Your support helps keep social ministry a vital part of the Archdiocese"

