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From the Director

Dear friends,

I have been thinking a lot about the Catholic Social Teaching on solidarity these days.
Solidarity invites us to remember that we are all children of God who share in one
another’s joy and suffering. This is a key component of working together to seek justice for
all God’s children. Being in solidarity with others lifts us from our individualism and offers
us the opportunity to work together to address poverty.

Pope Francis states in Fratelli tutti:

"Solidarity means much more than engaging in sporadic acts of generosity. It means
thinking and acting in terms of community…It means combatting the structural causes of
poverty, inequality, the lack of work, land and housing, the denial of social and labour
rights. It means confronting the destructive effects of the empire of money…Solidarity,
understood in its most profound meaning, is a way of making history, and this is what
popular movements are doing”.

I invite you to connect with one of the organizations mentioned in this newsletter. Express
your global solidarity through the efforts of Catholic Relief Services. Poverty and increased
hunger have risen over the last year. A vaccine will not end that. Through our expressions
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of solidarity, our collective efforts can.

January is Poverty Awareness Month

The relationship between mental health and poverty is
complex. Poverty can often intensify the experience of
mental illness and may also increase the likelihood of the
onset of mental illness. At the same time, experiencing
mental illness may also increase the chances of living
below the poverty line. For example, adults ages 26 or
older who live below the poverty line are more likely to
experience a serious mental illness than those living at or
above the poverty line. The dignity of the human person as
created in the image and likeness of God demands that we support and empower those
who are poor and vulnerable, including access to adequate healthcare to promote good
physical and mental health

How can you respond to the call to care for our brothers and sisters experiencing mental
illness? Read more about the ways mental health and poverty intersect and find out how
you can get involved in this work in your community.

Visit the Poverty Awareness Month Webpage

Pray for Our Vulnerable

“Caring for the vulnerable of our families, our society,
our people. Theirs are the suffering, fragile and

downcast faces which Jesus tells us specifically to
look at and

which he asks us to love” 
  ~Pope Francis

Webinar Series Continues

Please join us as we continue our Webinar SeriesPlease join us as we continue our Webinar Series
"Open Wide Our Hearts""Open Wide Our Hearts"
February 3, 2021 at 7:00 PM

"An Interfaith Panel: The 3 Amigos Speak About Race"

Presented by:
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Msgr. Joseph Donnelly, Imam Gazmend Aga and Rabbi Eric Polokoff

Monsignor Joseph Donnelly of Sacred Heart Church in Southbury, Imam Gazmend Aga of
the Albanian American Muslim Community in Waterbury and Rabbi Eric Polokoff of B’nai
Israel in Southbury are affectionately known as “The Three Amigos”. The panel will
discuss racism/racial relations from the perspective of their three religious traditions. Each
faith leader will then talk about how their interfaith discussions have impacted them
personally, and from the point of view of its impact on their congregations.

Registration is free but is required

SPANISH TRANSLATION WILL BE AVAILBLE

REGISTER HERE

To view all of our previous webinars, please visit our website

CRS Rice Bowl

FOR LENT FOR LENT FOR LIFEFOR LIFE
What you give up for Lent changes lives.What you give up for Lent changes lives.

Your parish, school, or community’s participation in Catholic Relief Service (CRS) Rice
Bowl is critical to helping people locally and across the globe. Through our prayer, we
encounter Jesus, who is present in the face of every member of our human family. When
we fast, we encounter the obstacles that stop us from fully loving God and our neighbor.
When we give alms, we share what we have with others.

If you haven’t ordered Rice Bowls – there’s still time! Contact Agnes Dann at our office. As
an alternative, CRS is providing DIY Rice Bowl label that can be printed off at home and
attached to a container. The Lenten calendar which comes with the RiceBowls can also be
printed. In addition, CRS has created Tips for Virtual Engagement .

CRS has also made it easier to Collect Rice Bowl money. You can register your group at the
CRS portal and participants contribute on-line. This will allow you to count how much
money your group raises without having to handle any money. Here are the instructions.
Families and individuals can also donate directly on the CRS webpage.

CRS Good News Coffee Break

CRS’ talented Global Fellows, Catholic priests and
deacons who have witnessed the work

https://www.trailblz.info/socialjusticemin/eventcomplete.aspx?eventid=266
http://www.catholicsocialjustice.org/open-wide-our-hearts.html
http://www.catholicsocialjustice.org/open-wide-our-hearts.html
mailto:agnes.dann@aohct.org
https://em-ui.constantcontact.com/em-ui/em/page/em-ui/email#
https://www.crsricebowl.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/RiceBow.2021.DIY-Label-ENG.pdf
https://www.crsricebowl.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/RiceBowl.2021.Calendar.ENG_.pdf
https://www.crsricebowl.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Virtual-Tips-for-Engagement-1.pdf
https://crs.donordrive.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=donorDrive.event&eventID=1001&ms=mamric1121rbl00red00&utm_source=m2-updates&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=2021-rice-bowl&utm_content=redirect
https://www.crsricebowl.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/One-Pager-Community-Giving-ENG-v2.pdf
https://support.crs.org/donate/change-life-lent-0?ms=orbric1821rbl00gen00&_ga=2.221632152.1030624981.1609962493-1525284028.1603976821


of CRS first-hand, are ready to share some good news
with you. Tune in, once a month for 15 minutes to hear a
short story that will lift your heart. Occurs the 2nd
Wednesday of the month at 12 Noon ET.

Click on the date below to register and receive your
personal Zoom invitation.

Please note we will be offering simultaneous Spanish translation.

February 10, 2021

March 10, 2021

21 Day Ignatian Racial Equity Challenge

A resource from the Ignatian Solidarity Network challenges
participants to enter the complex work of understanding the
realities of racial injustice and anti-Blackness in the U.S. It is
designed for all participants, regardless of race, ethnicity, prior
anti-racism work, age or background and includes opportunities to
learn, pray, and act on different themes of racial equity. Additional
specific resources are provided for white people, who benefit
from and perpetuate racist systems in our society, both
intentionally and unintentionally. Learn more.

For more on Racism, click here.

Clean Slate Legislation

A person’s ability to seek housing and employment is
limited when convictions remain with the person after the
sentence is served or fines are paid. Without work or
housing, the person is more likely to fall into poverty.

Clean Slate Legislation can help lift a person out of poverty. Clean Slate Legislation is the
automatic erasure of low-level convictions after a set period of time. For more information,
read the text of the original bills: SB 403 (2020)

Join Congregations Organized for a New Connecticut ( CONECT), a community organizing
group which is supported in part by the Catholic Campaign for Human Development
efforts to bring Clean Slate Legislation to CT. We believe that The Clean Slate legislation
respects the dignity of the person, a theme that is at the heart of our Catholic social
tradition. We encourage you to ask your legislator to support it. Find your legislator here.

 Hear the stories of seven Connecticut residents whose criminal records are holding them
back. We need Clean Slate Legislation so that people have access to jobs, housing,
education, and more. A criminal record should not be a lifetime sentence.

Repeal Welfare Liens

Join Greater Hartford Interfaith Action Alliance (GHIAA) in their work to
end welfare liens. Connecticut is one of two states in the country that put
liens on home or estates. Welfare liens are life long debt CT places on
any person who has ever received public assistance, attempting to
collect this as a person is coming out of poverty. Welfare liens allow the
State of CT to interrupt any capital acquired by recipient of welfare at
any time. This practice provides a revenue stream based on the backs of

the poor. Our faith calls us to help people out of poverty; to put the needs of the poor and
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vulnerable first.

Our representatives are unaware that this is a common practice in our state. Contact them
and let them know that this is an unjust practice. You can find the contact info for your
representative here. Watch this video by GHIAA to learn more.

March for Life 2021

Join the Respect Life Office for the Celebration of Mass at
the Cathedral of St. Joseph with Archbishop Leonard P.
Blair Friday, January 29, 2021 at 6:00 p.m.

For more information on signing up for in person attendance
and for live-stream participation check the Pro-Life Ministry
of the Archdiocese of Hartford website:
www.prolifeministry.org for details (to be finalized very
soon).

Catholic Social Ministry Gathering

“Make justice your aim” (cf. Is. 1:17): Rebuilding Together
February 6-9, 2021, Virtual Gathering

This year, registration is only $50!

 Register now for this four-day virtual event.
 
For many years our office has attended the, the Catholic Social Ministry Gathering
(CSMG) in Washington, DC. This year the event is going virtual, which we hope will make
it easier for more people to join us.

This year’s virtual gathering will include:
Inspiring leading voices in Church and society. 
Workshops with policy experts and grassroots community leaders. 
Intentional opportunities for best practice-sharing among participants. 
Virtual advocacy visits with elected officials. 
And much more! 

Scholarships are available to cover a portion of the registration fee through USCCB on a
first come first serve basis. Follow this link for instructions.

Act now to learn more about CSMG’s Diversity Outreach Initiative.

Stations of the Cross for Victims of Human Trafficking

It’s not too early to begin planning your Lenten
activities. Our Human Trafficking Task Force is
offering in a virtual format:

Joining Jesus on the Walk to Redemption:
Stations of the Cross for Victims of Human

Trafficking
Friday, Feb. 19, 6:30 PM
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The walk to redemption for victims of human
trafficking is like that of Jesus’ walk to the
cross: difficult, painful, with falls and stumbles
along the way. We pray for a path to recovery and
dignity for those who are struggling to break out of
human slavery.

Find a copy of the prayer booklet on  our
webpage.

Register here

Book Review

Just Mercy
By Bryan Stevenson
 
Bryan Stevenson, the executive director of the Equal Justice
Initiative in Montgomery, Alabama, and a professor of law at
New York University Law School, has spent his career
challenging bias against the poor and people of color in our
judicial system. This very readable and compelling book
tells the story of how he was drawn into this work as a legal
intern in Georgia, sent to work with a death-row inmate who
claimed innocence and was ultimately exonerated – but only
after spending six years on death row. Other stories include
those of children, teens, and adults who have been in the

system since they were teens, as well as Stevenson’s own challenges as a black
man working within the judicial system. The book reveals both a culture of bias that
has come to light even more in recent days of social unrest and growing public
awareness, and a sense of hope arising from instances of compassion,
determination and hard-won justice.

This powerful and eye-opening story has also been made into a motion picture,
available free on HBO and for purchase on Amazon Prime, Hulu and other
streaming services. Both the book and the movie are well-worth our attention.

Reviewed by Board Member Linda Roberto

Resources

Fratelli Tutti

Have you heard? Pope Francis released his third encyclical, Fratelli Tutti . It
presents his vision of how humanity must respond to the needs of the 21 century. It
can be considered the sister to Laudato Si’ . Where Laudato Si’ reminds us that we
live in a common home, Fratelli Tutti reminds us of the need to take care of our
common family.

These documents prepared by the Vatican provide a helpful introduction to Pope
Francis' third encyclical, Fratelli Tutti: On Fraternity and Social Friendship. The
overview document includes a helpful chapter by chapter summary of the
document, and the summary provides a one-page introduction to some of Fratelli
Tutti's main themes. Use these to accompany your reading and reflection on the full
encyclical.

Also helpful, Twelve Themes from Fratelli Tutti by John Carr (Georgetown
University) can be found here.

http://www.catholicsocialjustice.org/human-trafficking.html
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMkf-uhpz0pHtxd125xL1VpApk6bTMecK_a
https://www.usccb.org/resources/01- An overview of the Encyclical FRATELLI TUTTI - EN(2).pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/02- Quick Key to FRATELLI TUTTI - EN.pdf
https://catholicsocialthought.georgetown.edu/publications/twelve-themes-from-fratelli-tutti-by-john-carr


Resources on racism can be found on our website.

Black Faith Matters Documentary

Poverty Awareness Month Resource

Growing Up Poor in America
A documentary from PBS Frontline, that delves into how poverty impacts children.
Follows three families in Ohio as the COVID-19 pandemic amplifies their struggle to
stay afloat. As the country reckons with issues of race and racism, the children
share their worries and hopes about their futures.
Watch the trailer.

     
VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

DONATE HERE
"Your support helps keep social ministry a vital part of the Archdiocese" 

Visit our website
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