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Para español haga clic aqui

Advancing Catholic social teaching by educating, preparing, and
animating parishes to work for social justice

From the Director
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
January is a time to reflect on peace and how we spend
our money. (Those December charge card bills have
arrived!)
Established in 1967, inspired by the encyclical Pacem

in Terris of Pope John XXIII and with reference to
his own encyclical Populorum Progressio Pope Paul
VI started the observation of World Day of Peace as a
feast day dedicated to universal peace, on January 1.
In Pope Francis' 2022 World Peace Day message he
called for more investment in education and less in
weaponry.
The US bishops have commended the recent
commitment by five of the world's nuclear powers to
prevent nuclear conflict. In a rare joint statement issued
on January 3, the five permanent members of the
United Nations Security Council (China, France, Russia,
the United Kingdom, and the United States) said they
"believe strongly " that the further spread of nuclear
weapons must be prevented and that a nuclear war
“cannot be won and must never be fought”.
Archbishop Wester, Archbishop of Santa Fe, just
released a historic pastoral letter, entitled Living in the

Light of Christ’s Peace: A Conversation Toward
Nuclear Disarmament.
Here in Ct, a Jobs4All webinar on 2021.9.29, New
Haven Peace Council presented a slideshow that
briefly explains the how funds are distributed in the
US budget. It presents a case for a reallocation of

Snapshot Where We've Been
Our Human trafficking
team has prepared a
beautiful novena to end
Human Trafficking.
Our Board of Directors
welcomed 3 new
members: Rev. Joseph
Cheah, Deacon Norris
Taylor, and Richard Natale

some of the military budget for human services.
I encourage you to reacquaint yourself with the Church's
teachings on peace. The next cold day you are settling
in for a cup of tea and a cozy blanket, instead of
scrolling through your emails or social media, click on
one of the links in this article. It will be time well spent.
Blessings,
Lynn

SAVE THE DATE
We are offering a conference with the Center for Catholic
Education & Formation on Saturday September 17, 2022 at the
Omni New Haven at Yale. The theme, Dreaming Together:
Forming Disciples for Faith and Justice takes its name from “Let
us Dream” by Pope Francis, who encourages us to dream of a
better future. The conference will include educational and practical
pieces on faith formation topics such as lifelong formation, parent
involvement and kerygma, social justice issues, and Catholic social
teaching.
This conference will replace the annual Bishop Rosazza
Conference of our office and the Missio Conference of the
Education & Formation Office.

ENDING THE FEDERAL DEATH PENALTY
Join the Catholic Mobilizing Network live on Thursday, Jan.
27 from 2-3 p.m. ET (11 a.m. - 12 p.m. PT) for "Ending the
Federal Death Penalty: The Road Ahead."
When President Joe Biden took office in January 2021, the
country stood in the wake of an unprecedented spree of
13 federal executions, ordered and administered by the
Trump administration.
Biden, a Catholic, is now the first U.S. president to openly
oppose the death penalty, and his administration has
declared the nation's first official (though temporary)
federal execution moratorium and policy review — a possible first step toward abolition.
In this free, one-hour webinar, learn more about the current landscape of the federal death
penalty and how Catholics and people of good will can help prevent a future federal
execution spree.
Register Now

ACTION ALERT FROM
THE CATHOLIC CLIMATE COVENANT

Tell your Senators to support the Build Back Better Act
Please send a message today to your two U.S. Senators, asking them to support
measures in the Build Back Better Act that would dramatically reduce greenhouse gas
emissions, spur our nation to a clean energy future, and provide climate resilience and job
opportunities to peoples and communities most impacted by the climate crisis.
The bill includes $555 billion in climate measures such as tax credits for solar installation,
electric vehicles, energy efficiency upgrades and the creation of a Civilian Climate Corps.
It also provides funding for wildfire prevention, drought relief and other conservation
projects, and directs dollars toward historically disadvantaged communities impacted by
pollution and global warming.
We strongly urge you to add your voice to the message by editing it to reflect
your concerns. If you or people you love have been directly impacted by climate change,
please add your story between the third and fourth paragraphs of the message.

HOW TO BE AN EFFECTIVE ADVOCATE
We are excited to be working with the
Interreligious Eco-Justice Network this
year. Here's a training they are offering
on advocacy.
How To Be an Effective Advocate,
Thursday Feb. 24, 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm.

Learn how to communicate
effectively with your legislator, track
bills, and lobby at the Capitol.
Although there is a focus on the
environmental legislation in the 2022 CT
legislative session, the skills learned are
applicable to many issues.

Register here

CLIMATE CHANGE AND MIGRATION
CLIMATE CHANGE AND MIGRATION:
WHY DO PEOPLE LEAVE THE HOMES
THEY LOVE?
Thursday, Feb. 3
7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., on-line
The Interreligious Eco-Justice Network and Hartford International University for Religion
and Peace will present a 90-minute webinar on the intersection of climate change and
migration. Our panelists will be Ali Noorani, President and CEO of the National Immigration

Forum, and Tabitha Sookdeo, a climate and immigration activist who is founder of
Sookdeo Consulting, who has worked to settle refugees in America. HIU student Eamon
Ormseth will moderate. REGISTER

QUOTE OF THE MONTH
"Where life is involved, the service of charity must be profoundly consistent. It cannot
tolerate bias and discrimination, for human life is sacred and inviolable at every stage and
in every situation; it is an indivisible good. We need then to show care for all life and for
the life of everyone" (Evangelium vitae, 87).

Parish Social Ministry Gatherings
Social Justice Stations of the Cross. CRS Rice
Bowl. Lenten Works of Mercy. January is the time
for Lenten program planning. Join us on Feb. 9,
7:00 PM for our monthly Parish Social Ministry
Gathering. Connect with people across the
Archdiocese. Gather ideas from each other, and
learn how to use CRS Rice Bowl materials to make
Lent more meaningful.
Sign on here for all future meetings on the 2nd Wednesday of the month

Catholic Social Ministry Gathering Registration

"Justice at the Margins”
Saturday Jan. 29 – Tuesday Feb. 1, 2022 Virtual Gathering
The Office for Catholic Social Ministry of the Archdiocese of Hartford invites you to attend as part
of the Connecticut delegation.
The Catholic Social Ministry Gathering (CSMG) is organized by the USCCB and 20
national Catholic organizations. It is an opportunity to pray, learn, and advocate together
as we seek to create communities of justice where all can thrive. This year’s virtual
gathering will include:
Inspiring speakers and grassroots voices in Church and society
Workshops with policy experts and community leaders
Intentional opportunities for best practice-sharing among participants
Resources from dozens of Catholic social ministry organizations
Virtual advocacy visits with elected officials
The program at CSMG 2022 will be bilingual (English and Spanish), with translation
available for plenary sessions and unique Spanish-only workshops. All plenary sessions,
sponsored events, and workshops presentations will be recorded and make available
afterwards. Schedule, additional information and registration can be found at the CSMG
website. Registration is $50. Financial assistance is available. Click here to apply.

MENTAL HEALTH MINISTRY SUPPORT

Walking with People Toward Healing
Webinar offered by Catholic Charities
USA and Catholics For Family Peace
February 9
3:00pm to 4:00pm ET
Join a panel of experts as they discuss:
• overcoming the stigma of seeking help
for mental illness,
• how to recognize the signs of mental
health distress,
• ways to respond when someone turns
to you,
• how to refer a person for help,
• resources for mental health ministry.
View panelists and register
here Walking with People Toward
Healing | NCPD - National Catholic
Partnership on Disability

Ministering to Children and Families Experiencing Trauma

How do you minister to a child who’s experienced trauma? How do you foster openness to
God and be sensitive to the things that could be a trigger for the child? How do you support
parents and caregivers to provide the best care for the child? In this webinar, Regina Boyd,
a Catholic mental health counselor, will discuss what trauma is, how to recognize signs of it,
and how to support children and families in need.
January 18, 2022

3 p.m. EST
SAVE MY SPOT
For a full schedule of presentations in the Ave Maria Press Professional Development
Webinar Series, click here.

Campaign for Human Development Grants Available

Are you involved with a nonprofit located within the boundaries of the Archdiocese of
Hartford? Does the organization lift up the voices of those living in poverty? Providing a
hand up, not a handout? It may be eligible to receive a local grant from the Catholic
Campaign for Human Development. Visit our website to learn more or contact Lynn
Campbell. Applications accepted until April 1, 2022.

PRISON ARTS PROGRAM

The Monastery Gallery of Art, located within the confines of Holy
Family Retreat Center, 101 Tunxis St., West Hartford, has a Prison
Arts exhibition through the end of February. It's works from the
Permanent Collection of Community Partners in Action Prison Arts
Program.
On Sunday, February 6th, at 4:00pm, there will be an online "reception"
led by Jeffrey Greene, the Director of the Prison Arts Program. It's
Free and open to anyone. More information about the event and the
Prison Arts Program can be found at monasterygallery.art

HUMAN TRAFFICKING
Novena to End Human Trafficking
Invoke the intercession of St. Bakhita for all
those involved in human trafficking and an end to
this societal ill by participating in a
novena. Beginning Feb. 8 the link to the daily
prayer will be posted on OCSJM’s Facebook
channel, the Archdiocesan website, and the
Archdiocesan YouTube page. Please follow or
subscribe to one of these outlets to pray with us.
A written copy of the novena will be available.
Contact the Office to receive a copy. Perfect for
praying after daily Mass!

Human Trafficking: From Awareness to Action
February 8 is the International Day of Prayer and Awareness Against Human Trafficking. It is also
the Feast Day of St. Josephine Bakhita, who was kidnapped as a child and sold into slavery in
Sudan and Italy. St. Bakhita is the patron saint of human trafficking survivors.
Social Justice at St. Mary’s - the McGivney Way (New Haven) will be hosting a Webinar
presented by a member of the Archdiocese of Hartford’s Human Trafficking Task Force on this
serious and important topic. All are welcome.
The presentation is designed to raise awareness about this issue and discuss opportunities for
action. It is appropriate for students in high school as well as adults. Please join us to learn more
about the impact of Human Trafficking across our country and throughout Connecticut

ONLINE PRESENTATION
Tuesday, February 8, 2022 from 7:00 – 7:45pm followed by Q&A

Register in advance for this meeting using
THIS LINK.
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining
the meeting.

Resources

Lenten Resources
CRS Rice Bowl - plenty of resources so that the entire parish can participate!

Parish grants are available
Broad-Based Organization Membership Assistance Grants
-designed to help parishes participate in community organizations,
Social Justice and Racial Justice Capacity Building Grants.
-small grants to help YOU launch parish social ministry projects
More information and grant materials are available on our website at:
http://www.catholicsocialjustice.org/grants.html







VISIT OUR WEBSITE
DONATE HERE
"Your support helps keep social ministry a vital part of the Archdiocese"

