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Advancing Catholic social teaching by educating, preparing, and
animating parishes to work for social justice

From the Director
Dear Friends,
July 30th is World Day Against Trafficking in Persons. As one of the
fastest growing criminal industries, human trafficking is a huge
problem, in our state, country, and world. It may seem like there is little
one person can do. However, working in partnership makes change
possible.
Over the past several years, we have worked with The Underground
NE raising awareness, discerning statewide actions, and building an
effective response informed by those with lived experience. (As Pope
Francis calls us to listen to those on the margins.)
I am excited to announce that the “Prayer and Care Program” we
launched is underway. Small groups of people are assigned a mentor
in the Underground’s mentorship program. They provide prayer and
items needed to help a survivor transition and have access to lasting
freedom. Christ the King Parish in Wethersfield was the first to sign-up
for this program.
Amy, the mentor coordinator had this to say: “It's been wonderful
working with them! They've provided so many resources for mentees.
I'm very excited about our continued partnership. Since it's been going
so well with them we're ready to expand the Prayer & Care program
and get as many of our mentees with churches as possible!” To learn
more about the program click here, or give me a ring!
As the saying goes, “never doubt that a small group of thoughtful,
committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing
that ever has.” (Margaret Mead)
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Blessings,

Act to combat human trafficking and support survivors
Please click here to ask your members of Congress to support H.R.5150, the Frederick
Douglass Trafficking Victims Prevention and Protection Reauthorization Act, as well as
S.4171, the International Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act of 2022. CT
senators have been supportive of anti-trafficking efforts, but neither have yet to co-sponsor
this bill.
H.R.5150 would reauthorize the Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act,
strengthening the successful programs established by the original legislation while
creating and funding new programs. Additionally, H.R.5150 and S.4171 both include
provisions to expand anti-trafficking programming at USAID, to reauthorize the Program to
End Modern Slavery, and to strengthen anti-trafficking policies.
Source: National Advocacy Center Sisters of the Good Shepherd

Registration is Open!
Do you want see effective
faith formation in your
parish? To live the Gospel and
transform the world? Do you
avoid talking about
Immigration, racism, climate
change? How can I bring this
to my prayer life? How to
balance action with prayer and contemplation?
These are some of the topics we will discuss on
Saturday, September 17 at our conference

Dreaming Together
Forming Disciples for Faith and Justice
Early Bird Registration - July 25 - August 7
Promotional materials can be found at Dreaming Together.
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Register Here
Keynote: “Grounding Your Ministry in Prayer" Presented by Rev. James Martin, SJ

Conference Workshop Presenter Spotlight

Born in Hartford, Father James Manship was ordained to the priesthood in 1998. He
completed the Seven Day Industrial Areas Foundation National Training in 2015. From
2015-2016, completed the 19th Annotation of the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of
Loyola, and in 2019, the 2 year-Ignatian Spiritual Direction Certificate Program.
Father Manship was the founding co-chair of Congregations Organized for a New
Connecticut-CONECT. Using the principles of community organizing, Fr. Manship helps
develop disciple-leaders in the parish, who act collectively on their shared concerns,
putting into action the sacramental graces received to more freely collaborate with Christ’s
redemptive work by addressing the root causes of injustice.
The intersection of the Mass, prayer, spiritual accompaniment, multicultural ministry,
walking with immigrant communities, disciple-leadership development, and organizing
continue to be a grace-filled vibrant experience for Fr. Manship.
Father Manship will present in Spanish and again in English:

“Let us Dream Together - Contemplatives in Action-a Praxis at the
Peripheries"
Pope Francis writes: “Sometimes, when you think globally, you can be paralyzed: there
are so many places of apparently ceaseless conflict, there’s so much suffering and need. I
find it helps to focus on concrete situations: you see faces looking for life and love in the
reality of each person, of each people. You see hope written in the story of every nation,
glorious because it’s a story of sacrifice, of daily struggle, of lives broken in self-sacrifice.
So rather than overwhelm you, it invites you to ponder and to respond with hope.”
The Church cannot remain on the sidelines in creating a new society, a civilization of love.
Where to start this adventure of a missionary disciple? Right where we are at, and from
there, to the peripheries.
The Pope offers an effective methodology: a time to see, to discern the spirits-choosing
well, and a time to act for the common good. This presentation will share practical ways
parishioners can dream, judge, and act together, as missionary-disciples.

Welcome US
New Ways to Help a Refugee
As the war continues to rage on in the Ukraine countless
numbers of people are displaced every day. Some seek
refuge in bordering countries hoping to one day return to
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their homeland, but many refugees are being resettled
throughout the world.
The U.S. government has announced Uniting for
Ukraine. People fleeing the war in Ukraine can come the
U.S. with the support of a sponsor.
Sponsors serve as a guide to assist refugees in starting a
new life in their new communities.
-

- Sponsors meet newcomers at the airport
Assist in finding adequate housing
Assist in establishing a new home with furniture and other goods
Assistance with finding a job
Sponsors help parents get their children enrolled in local schools
They assist in all aspects of day to day needs until the refugee is resettled.
Sponsors are the first friend these people can rely on in a new country

Over 19,000 refugees who have already relocated to our country but there are far more
who need your help. Would you consider being a sponsor?
When a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you shall not do him wrong. The stranger who
sojourns with you shall be to you as the native among you, and you shall love him as yourself; for
you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God (Leviticus 19:33-34)

To find more information and register as a sponsor, please visit welcome.us and click on
the Support Ukrainians link.

Announcing - Faith & Justice Award Recipient

In praise of outstanding achievement
By an individual who enhances social justice
in the Archdiocese of Hartford
The Office for Catholic Social justice Ministry
Of the Archdiocese of Hartford
Bestows upon

Mary Jane Densmore
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the BISHOP PETER A. ROSAZZA FAITH AND JUSTICE AWARD
Mary Jane will receive the award at our conference on September 17.

Hiroshima-Nagasaki
Annual Remembrance in Hartford

August 6th
Veterans for Peace
invite you to join them
for a remembrance and
call for a nuclear free
world
"The use of atomic energy for
purposes of war is immoral,
just as the possessing of
nuclear weapons is immoral,
as I already said two years
ago, we will be judged on
this."
Pope Francis, 2019, visit to
Hiroshima

Job Opening
We are looking for a part-time Administrative Assistant to
work in our Bloomfield office.
This position requires exceptional computer skills utilizing
the Internet, Microsoft Office and Publisher, Google Docs
and Sheets, and email. The position requires processing
of income and expenses and corresponding record
keeping, data management, and event assistance. The
candidate must have excellent attention to detail.
Webpage management experience preferred.
Qualified candidates must have a knowledge and
understanding of the Catholic Church and its social
mission.
Interested applicants should submit an updated resume
and letter of interest to: Karen Kean, Director of Human
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email-details/details/activity/f691d2de-4e8a-4272-8a7c-30d8fa849a57
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Resources, karen.kean@aohct.org

Change in Rice Bowl Grant Policy
Did you know that 25% of CRS Rice Bowl funds goes
to the local Archdiocesan Rice Bowl fund? These
funds are distributed in the form of grants to support
hunger and poverty alleviation programs in our
archdiocese. The maximum award per project has
been increased to $2000. Applications are being
accepted in an ongoing basis and can be found on our
website.

Immigration Reform Needed
U.S. Bishops’ Migration Chairman Mourns Migrant
Deaths in Texas
On June 29, after nearly fifty migrants were found dead in
an abandoned tractor-trailer in San Antonio, Texas, Bishop
Dorsonville released a statement in which he urged
governments and civil society “to promote access to
protection, including asylum, develop new pathways for
those compelled to migrate, and combat human trafficking
in all its forms.” He also joined with Pope Francis in praying for the Lord to “open our
hearts so these misfortunes never happen again.” You can read Bishop Dorsonville's full
statement on the tragic event here.
Source: USCCB/MRS/JFI

SAVE THE DATE - 2022 ANNUAL DINNER
Join us on Tuesday October 25, 5:00 PM at the
Aqua Turf Club for our Annual Dinner.

Gloria Purvis will provide the keynote
Gloria Purvis is a graduate of Cornell University and she
worked for nearly two decades in the mortgage industry
before becoming a risk management director at a major
financial services company.
She served on the National Black Catholic Congress'
Leadership Commission on Social Justice, and as an
Advisory Board Member on the Maryland Catholic
Conference's Respect for Life Department as well as the
Archdiocese of Washington's Pastoral Council.
She also taught Natural Family Planning and helped prepare engaged couples for
marriage as a member of a Pre-Cana team in the Archdiocese of Washington.
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email-details/details/activity/f691d2de-4e8a-4272-8a7c-30d8fa849a57
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She has appeared in various media outlets including The New York Times, The
Washington Post, Newsweek, National Public Radio, PBS Newshour, Catholic Answers
Live, and EWTN News Nightly, and hosted Morning Glory, an international radio show.
She is Our Sunday Visitor’s Catholic of the Year for 2020.
She is a full time stay-at-home mother and consultant for the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Religious Liberty. She is the creator and host of the
EWTN TV series, Authentically Free at Last that deals with the modern challenges to the
expression and understanding of authentic human freedom.
She is currently the creator, host, and executive producer of The Gloria Purvis Podcast.
The podcast discusses current news and complex issues at the intersection of church and
society and creates space for those voices and perspectives not often given a platform.
She is dedicated to promoting the sanctity of human life, marriage, and the dignity of the
human person.
She is the Inaugural Pastoral Fellow at the McGrath Center for Church Life at Notre Dame
University.
Most recently, she was recognized with an Honorary Doctorate in Humane Letters from
the Catholic University of Portland in Oregon.
You can follow her on Twitter @Gloria_Purvis and Instagram @iamgloriapurvis and
subscribe to her podcast on Apple, Amazon, Google, Spotify, or wherever you stream your
podcasts.
You can find more about the podcast here:

www.americamagazine.org/gloriapurvispodcast

Human Trafficking Awareness
July 30 is World Day
Against Trafficking in
Persons
Join us at this fun and
informative event
benefitting area antitrafficking and survivor
support organizations
Stop by our booth and
say hello!
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Fratelli tutti
On fraternity and social friendship
Together, we can seek the truth in dialogue, in relaxed conversation or in passionate debate.
To do so calls for perseverance; it entails moments of silence and suffering, yet it can
patiently embrace the broader experience of individuals and peoples. The flood of
information at our fingertips does not make for greater wisdom. Wisdom is not born of
quick searches on the internet not is it a mass of unverified data…The process of building
fraternity… can only be undertaken by spirts that are free and open to authentic
encounters.”
Pope Francis - Oct 2020, Fratelli tutti

Thank you to our Associates for Justice!
Because of the generous support of our Associates for Justice, we are able to offer
financial assistance to our events. Associates also have the opportunity to
nominate candidates for the Bishop Donnelly Awards given at our Annual Dinner.
Stay tuned for next month's newsletter where we announce the recipients!

Resources
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Bulletin Announcements for Conference
Bulletin announcements to promote "Dreaming Together, Forming Disciples
for Faith and Justice", can be found here.

Catholic Relief Services Summer Update

Communities across the world are experiencing life-threatening levels of
hunger and malnutrition on an unprecedented scale. Read here to learn about
how Catholic Relief Services response in the name of the Catholic Church.

Climate Change Campaign Resources
Climate change disproportionally hurts the most vulnerable communities.
CRS’ new campaign seeks to change this. Explore the new climate change
campaign resources.
At the launch of Laudato Si', we prepared a Laudato Si' Parish Toolkit. The
tool kit includes items to include in the parish bulletin.

Maryknoll Resources & Immersion Trips
Maryknoll Brothers and Sisters have excellent resources, some upcoming
formation/discipleship webinars, and immersion trips. Be sure to visit their exhibit
table at our conference. In the meantime, check out their Events calendar.







VISIT OUR WEBSITE
DONATE HERE
"Your support helps keep social ministry a vital part of the Archdiocese."

Visit our website
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