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May 2022
Advancing Catholic social teaching by educating, preparing, and
animating parishes to work for social justice

Month of Mary
From the Director
Dear Friends,
Normally at this time, we would be busy finalizing plans
for our annual Bishop Peter Rosazza Social Justice
Conference. While I will miss our annual event, we must
all look to a “new normal” for parish and diocesan
matters. Adjusting to this never-ending pandemic, the
combining of parishes, and the economic and many
other challenges out there, calls us to be creative,
hopeful, and persistent. Persistent in our message that
parishes CAN be a voice for social change. There is no
better time than now for a parish renewal, a renewal, as
Jack Jezreel says, “From the Outside In."
How to start this renewal? I recommend Jack Jezreel’s
book “A New Way to Be Church." Do a parish read.
Follow that with opportunities which draw you nearer to

Snapshot Where We've Been
Reviewing applications
and listening to grant
applicants express how
CCHD funding of their
organizations has
impacted their lives. A
rewarding part of being

someone who is poor or marginalized, as Pope Francis
calls it, encuentro, or encounter. Provide opportunities
for parishioners to learn – share Catholic Relief Services
videos, meet with agencies providing services. Then
advocate. Find ways to work in partnership. Share your
resources. Just remember, as Jack says, “giving money
does not replace relationship." Our Office is here for you.
Let me know if I can be of help.

a member of our CCHD
Committee!
Global Solidarity
presentation and sale of
Fair Trade items at the
New Britain Council of
Catholic Women.

Save the Date!

Please join us on Saturday, September 17 at the
Omni New Haven for our joint conference with the
Center for Catholic Education & Formation
as we present ~

Dreaming Together
Forming Disciples for Faith and Justice
Registration opens in July.
Promotional materials can be found at Dreaming Together.

Father James Martin, SJ, will provide the keynote address, “Grounding Your Ministry
in Prayer." The address will provide those who have given a Holy Spirit ‘yes’ to either faith
formation ministries or social justice ministries some encouragement. Through a renewed
prayer life and new strategies for listening to God’s voice, we hope those at this
conference will be reminded of why we were called into ministry and how God needs us to
help with the Kingdom-building work at hand.
Conference Workshop Spotlight

Nicole Miller
“Biased? Who me?”
Nicole Miller has served on the training team of the AntiDefamation League, and in 2021 started the organization
EquityCorps Group. She has since worked with several of our
parishes. We are excited to have her present “Biased? Who
Me?” at our conference. This reflective workshop and dialogue
centers and focuses on an individual’s identity and the impact
the hierarchy of social identity has on the creation and
maintenance of various biases. Participants will be asked to
engage in a facilitated conversation developed to guide them
through an exploration of their social identities.

May is Mental Health Awareness Month
Tips from our friends at Keep the Promise, who advocate
to improve our mental health systems, because awareness
is not enough! Keep the Promise receives funding from the
Catholic Campaign for Human Development.
People with mental health conditions face oppression and
discrimination by our economic, medical, legal, and other systems.
Often, people with mental health conditions are dismissed because of their
diagnoses. Don’t dismiss what they have to say.
When people are mistreated, not believed, or forcibly treated, it is reasonable for
them to be upset. These emotions are not symptoms, and not reason to dismiss
people with mental illness.
Recovery is not one-size-fits-all. Trust what people say they need, instead of forcing
them.
Don’t make decisions for people with mental health conditions. Give them the space
to say what would help them, and listen.

Parish Spotlight - St. Paul Church, Kensington

After learning about human trafficking from our Archdiocesan Human Trafficking Task
Force, members of St. Paul Church in Kensington sprang into action. They reached out to
The Underground NE, a faith-based anti-human trafficking organization, to see how they
could help. The social justice committee and religious education office worked together to
bless 156 vulnerable children with Easter bags and adult survivors with over $1100 worth
of gift cards.

Coming Soon, Laudato Si' Week - May 22-29
Laudato Si' Week is a way for all
Catholics to unite and rejoice in the
progress we’ve made in bringing
Laudato Si’ to life, and to commit
ourselves to further prayer and
action for our common home. More information and a daily agenda is available at the
LaudatoSiWeek.org website. Additional resources such as the logo, more social media
posts, a bulletin insert, an email, a press release, images, etc. are here. At the Dicastery
webpage announcing this event, you can find promotional resources in EN & ES. These
include a press release, Pope Francis´ video, and social media toolkits (1 and 2).
Action is urgently needed. Our Creator called the human family to be the steward of
creation, but we have neglected that call. Our hotter, dirtier, deader planet is driving up the
risk of suffering. The most vulnerable suffer above all. Pope Francis encourages Catholic
families, parishes, schools, and institutions to enroll in the Laudato Si’ Action Platform.
Families and individuals are encouraged to enroll in the Laudato Si’ Action Platform, a
unique collaboration between the Vatican, an international coalition of Catholic
organizations, and “all men and women of good will.” Taking a ground-up approach, it
encourages action to be become better stewards of God’s creation. Commit to
crafting your own Laudato Si’ Plan. Enroll in the platform at
https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/register/ Enrolled participants have access to helpful
resources to support the journey.

Encounter for Our Common Home
As part of a national Catholic campaign, “Encounter for Our
Common Home,” a delegation of CT Catholics, met with
staffs of state senators Murphy and Blumenthal to support
funding for climate investment provisions in the federal
budget. Maribeth Stewart Blogoslawski, West Haven, who
is a member of the steering committee of the Catholic
Climate Covenant, led the delegation. Each senate office
offered their support. They also stressed the importance of contacting our legislators even
if we believe that they are already “on-board” with the issue. More information on the
campaign can be found at: https://godsplanet.us/advocacy
Photo - screenshot of meeting with Liam McEnroe, Senator Murphy's aide

Join us for conversation
Connect with people from across the Archdiocese.
Gather ideas from each other.
Second Wednesday of the month, 7:00 PM on Zoom.
During our June 8 meeting we will hear from a parish involved in
refugee resettlement.
Registration Required

Action Alert

Members of our Catholic Relief Services (CRS) Chapters maintain a relationship with
our CT senators and representatives. Following CRS guidance, they keep the legislators
informed and express their concerns regarding caring for our global neighbors.
This month CRS invites you to advocate for the Minds Act. Support people who
experience emotional distress due to conflict, hunger, and other adversities.

More than 1 in 5 people in conflict-affected areas
are living with a mental health disorder.
Please urge Congress to support HR3988, the Mental Health in International
Development and Humanitarian Settings Act—the MINDS Act. This is the first-ever
U.S. legislation to include mental health services in foreign assistance programming. It
reaffirms best practices, lays the groundwork for a global mental health strategy, and
emphasizes the needs of vulnerable populations.
SEND YOUR MESSAGE HERE

Conversations for Racial Healing
What can we DO about white silence in the face of vicious racebased attacks and killings?
The New Wineskins Faith Community of Manchester Catholic Community is pleased to
announce its theme and topics for this year’s Conversations for Racial Healing. Open to
all, ZOOM meetings resume on Thursday, May 19th and continue on Thursdays June 2nd,
June 16th, and June 30th, from 7 to 8:30 pm. The format for each session includes
reflections by a guest speaker, whole group presentations, and small group breakout
sessions coordinated by skilled facilitator, Valerie J. Payne.
This year’s Conversations originate from Layla Saad’s timely, reflective and
groundbreaking book, Me and White Supremacy, a description and guide for white
people who want to see our society move forward, toward greater racial justice and
equity. Each conversation focuses on one aspect of racism: White Privilege,
Racial Profiling, White Silence, and White Saviorism. Each topic will be defined and
described as it shows up in everyday life. Participants will look at ways individuals and
groups can confront these behaviors and ultimately change them.
The group will meet in full session to begin the Conversation. Participants will be invited to
discuss their understanding of racism and how it impacts our communities. Small group
breakout sessions will offer a chance to dig deeper into each topic and plan personal
actions as change agents.
This program is a call to personal transformation. We look forward to our journey
together into greater self-awareness and transformation, starting in our own communities.
To register please contact John Ryan at jfryan05@cox.net Then look for your personal
email invitation to Conversations for Racial Healing.

Human Trafficking Awareness
Join us for this upcoming Human Trafficking Awareness presentation.
Free and open to all.
The event will be in-person.

From Let us Dream by Pope Francis
"Our greatest power is not in the respect that others have for us,
but the service we can offer others."
Pope Francis - Let Us Dream

Resources

Bulletin Announcements for your use
Suggested Bulletin Announcements regarding Church Teaching & Racism
can be found here.
At the launch of Laudato Si', we prepared a Laudato Si' Parish Toolkit. The
tool kit includes items to include in the parish bulletin such as the one below.
Laudato Si’ (LS): On Care for Our Common Home: Point to Ponder: LS
70. Everything is interconnected, and that genuine care for our own lives and our
relationships with nature is inseparable from fraternity, justice and faithfulness to
others. What You Can Do: Consider donating unwanted new or lightly used building
materials and tools to the Habitat for Humanity ReStore. Your donation is tax
deductible and all ReStore proceeds are used to build homes, community, and hope
in the Hartford area and around the world. For more information, go to

www.hartfordhabitat.org/restore.







VISIT OUR WEBSITE
DONATE HERE
"Your support helps keep social ministry a vital part of the Archdiocese."

Visit our website

