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October 2021
Para español haga clic aqui

Advancing Catholic social teaching by educating, preparing, and
animating parishes to work for social justice

St. Isidore of Seville, Pray for
Us
From the Director
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
If you go looking, you can find a saint for just about
anything. When we were recently discovered Saint
Isidore of Seville, Patron Saint of Internet and computer
users. He lived during a time of conflict and growth for
the Church in Spain, and was known as a prolific writer
of educational materials.
We have been blessed with the many technological
advances that let us connect with each other during the
pandemic. We will continue to use many of these tools
to convene people. (We’re saving time and gas!).
Thank you for your patience as we currently deal with
technological challenges. Our email and server are still
not functioning. We are not able to retrieve any emails

Snapshot Where We've Been
Lynn and Board members
met with members of the
Jewish Community
Relations Council of the
Jewish Federation of
Greater Hartford. Looking
forward to future

since October 4th. Please call us if we haven't
responded to your email and/or to determine the
best way to send us documents at this time.
When that link doesn’t work, or you can’t get onto the
Zoom meeting, or your computer crashes, pray to St.
Isidore and remember, when all that is going on in our
world, these are minor inconveniences.
Peace,
Lynn

collaboration.
Celebrating the great work
of the St. Vincent de Paul
Mission of Waterbury at
their Annual Banquet.
Collaborating with Sr.
Mariette Moan, the Vicar
for Religious, to engage the
members of religious in
anti-human trafficking
efforts.
Collaborating with Kelly
Henderschedt to grow an
understanding of Catholic
social teaching among
those who teach the
faithful.

Social Justice Dinner and Awards
Tuesday October 19 - space still available
Our Social Justice Dinner and Awards will once again
be held in person this year! We will return to the Aqua
Turf where in addition to following CDC guidelines, we
will be reducing the number of seats at a table so be
sure to register early. As Pope Francis urges us to do
and for the sake of the common good, we ask that
attendees be vaccinated.

Our Keynote speaker:
Mr. Ian Mitchell—USCCB
Keynote Address:
“Practicing Social Friendship: A Search for the
Common Good with Pope Francis, People’s
Movements and the
Catholic Campaign for Human Development”
Ian Mitchell currently works at the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops as the N.E.
regional representative of the Catholic Campaign for Human Development, collaborating
with Catholic dioceses throughout the region to support organizations led by impoverished
and marginalized people striving for justice, dignity and sustainable economies in their
communities.

The Most Rev. Joseph F. Donnelly Memorial Awards
Archbishop Blair will present the
Most Rev. Donnelly Awards
which are given to an individual and an organization
for significant contributions to the achievement of the
Catholic vision of social justice.

The 2021 Award Recipients are:
Individual Award: Mr. Kenneth Galdston

Organization Award:
Congregations Organized for a
New Connecticut (CONECT)

We hope to see you there!
For more information and to Register please use the button below

Registration
If you are in need of Financial Assistance
please call us at 860-242-5573 X 2688

October is Respect Life Month

In October, the Catholic Church in the United States celebrates Respect Life Month.
Respect Life Month is a critical time for Catholics to amplify the church’s call to promote
justice.

Pope Francis tells us in “Laudato Si” that we are faced with one complex crisis which is
both social and environmental. Abortion, euthanasia, the death penalty, racism and war
are not Pro-Life! Failure to respond to those who are suffering is not Pro-Life. The overuse
of plastic making its way to the placenta is not Pro-Life. When you are involved in any of
these issues you are respecting life.
Here’s one way to get involved in a pro-life issue: signing the petition to end the federal
death penalty. The Catechism of the Catholic Church in #2267 says in part “the Church
teaches, in the light of the Gospel, that ‘the death penalty is inadmissible because it is an
attack on the inviolability and dignity of the person’, and she works with determination for
its abolition world.” For more information, The Catholic Mobilizing Network offers A
Respect Life Month Toolkit.

November is Black Catholic History Month

ST. JUSTIN – ST. MICHAEL PARISH
230 Blue Hills Avenue
Hartford, CT 06112
(860) 246-6897
BLACK CATHOLIC HISTORY MONTH MASS
NOVEMBER 7, 14, 21, 28, 2021 – 10:00 A.M.

Sunday, November 7 – Multicultural Mass:
Encourage Parishioners attending Mass to wear clothing that reflects their cultural
heritage.
Brief presentation on Black Catholic History after Communion and invitation to
Coffee Hour after Mass.
Continued discussion on Black Catholic History during Coffee Hour.
Sunday, November 14 – Our Youth, the future of Black Catholicism:
Work with the Directory of Religious Education and the Teen Ministry leaders to feature a
presentation of their choosing that focuses on some aspect of Black Catholic History (i.e.,
Black Saints)
Youth readers, and Ushers at Mass this week.
Presentation during Mass.
Sunday, November 21 – Nourish the Spirit, Nourish the Body
Recognizing that food is a key component to our cultural expression and diversity, this
week will highlight the unique ways that Black Catholics worship (i.e., Clapping hands,
saying “Amen” or other verbal expressions, standing and other physical expressions of
worship) as well as explore some of the foods that our various communities associate
with celebration.

Invitation to sample ethnic dishes in Jubilee Hall after Mass.
Each community will be asked to present some of their dishes to be sampled.
If there are dishes that are commonly used to celebrate a specific church occasion,
those will be provided with an explanation of the significance of the dish.
Recipes for the dishes will be available.
Discussion about the forms of “Joyful Worship” experienced among Black
Catholics.
Sunday, November 28 – Racism in the Catholic Church:
Host panel discussion on racism after Mass or at some point during the week.
Provide reading materials on the topic.
Engage in community prayer to heal the Nation of the sin of racism perhaps in a
special service during the week.

Climate and Environmental Racism webinar
The Interreligious Eco-Justice Network and the Hartford Seminary
are co-sponsoring a webinar called Unequal Impact: Climate and
Environmental Racism in a Warming World on Tuesday, October 26
from 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm. The speakers will be Rev. Gerald Durley,
Chairperson of Interfaith Power & Light, and Jehann El-bisi, a
nationally-known artist and activist working to defeat Line 3, a tar
sands pipeline. Rev. Durley, and Ms. El-bisi will discuss the
disparate impacts and unique experiences of Black and indigenous
people in the climate crisis.
To register, please visit here: https://unequalimpact.eventbrite.com

Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD)
Did you know that more than 46 million Americans
live below the poverty line? You can help by
promoting the Catholic Campaign for Human
Development collection at Mass. CCHD Sunday is
November 21. Promotional materials for your
bulletin and social media can be found at the
CCHD website. To see how CCHD is making a
difference in our Archdioces visit our website.

Parish Social Ministry Gatherings
Mark your calendars!
Are you involved in your parish’s outreach
programs? Are you interested in learning how your
parish can respond to the needs of your
community? Interested in addressing climate
change, human trafficking, poverty and looking for
some best practices? Our monthly Parish Social
Ministry Gatherings are an opportunity to meet others and find a path towards effective
social ministry. They are held the second Wednesday of the month on Zoom.
At our October gathering we will hear from a member of Christ the King Parish about how
and why the parish became a member of the Greater Hartford Interfaith Action Alliance
(GHIAA). GHIAA is a community organization which receives support from the Catholic
Campaign for Human Development (CCHD). You’ll also learn what you can do to help

bring the good news of CCHD to your parish.
October 13, 7:00 PM registration link
November 10, 7:00 PM registration link

St. Joseph the Worker virtual series
Our Holy Father Pope Francis declared a Year of St. Joseph from December 8, 2020 to
December 8, 2021 on the occasion of the 150th Anniversary of the Proclamation of Saint
Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church. This silent saint, who was given the noble task
of caring and watching over the Virgin Mary and Jesus cares for and watches over the
Church and models for all the dignity of human work.
Our St. Joseph the Worker virtual series will highlight the Church’s teaching on work and
rights of workers, current worker issues, and how we can work for change through our
sphere of influence.
Standing in Solidarity with Domestic Workers
Tuesday Nov. 16, 7:00 PM via Zoom
Join us to learn more about the struggles of domestic workers and
how our faith calls us to protect workers and their families, and in
so doing,
“bring glad tidings to the poor.”
Registration is free but required
To Register go to https://bit.ly/3mTwI8t
Click here to download the poster

Broke in America: Seeing, Understanding and Ending US
Poverty
Join us for A Conversation with the authors:
Joanne Samuel Goldblum and Colleen Shaddox
Registration is free but required
To Register go to https://bit.ly/3yb588C
If you wish to purchase the book go to the BenBella site:
https://benbellabooks.com/shop/brokeinamerica/
At checkout, the code AOHCT will get you 30% off the book.
American Catholics have been working toward immigration reform for decades, and it’s
long overdue. The 117th Congress now has an opportunity to address immigration in a
positive, productive, and forward-looking way. Last week, the Senate adopted a budget
resolution that paves the way for a reconciliation bill. The resolution includes instructions
for the Committee on the Judiciary to draft language providing “lawful permanent status for
qualified immigrants.” Reconciliation only requires a simple majority of 51 votes in the
Senate, assuming certain other conditions are met. This was the same mechanism used
to pass the American Rescue Plan in March. With the budget resolution adopted in the
Senate—which the House will also have to adopt in the coming weeks—Senate
committees can now begin drafting the text of the budget reconciliation bill itself.
View this action alert This is a very real opportunity to secure legal status and a path to
citizenship for millions of our undocumented brothers and sisters, but we need your voice
and support to help make it happen.

Resources

Bulletin Announcements for your use
Suggested Bulletin Announcements regarding Church Teaching & Racism

can be found here
Earth Friendly Habits” Putting Your Catholic Faith into Action, contains weekly
bulletin quotes based on Pope Francis’ Laudato Si’. This resource was created by
St. Basil Social Concerns Commission, Diocese of Cleveland.
LS_blurb_series_2021_FINAL_2-COLORS.pdf(Review)- Adobe Document Cloud

Two new parish grants are available
Broad-Based Organization Membership Assistance Grants and
Social Justice and Racial Justice Capacity Building Grants.
More information and grant materials are available on our website at:
http://www.catholicsocialjustice.org/grants.html







VISIT OUR WEBSITE
DONATE HERE
"Your support helps keep social ministry a vital part of the Archdiocese"

Visit our website

