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September 2022
Advancing Catholic social teaching by educating, preparing, and
animating parishes to work for social justice

From the Director
Dear Friends,
September is a busy month – although that could be
said for most months. We are processing Rice Bowl
grants for parishes offering hunger and poverty relief
efforts. We are also processing our Racial Justice and
Social Justice Capacity Building grants. It is so
encouraging to learn of the parishes’ efforts to provide
outreach to the poor. For it is in loving and serving the
poor, that we have the opportunity to love and serve
Jesus.
We just held “Dreaming Together: Forming Disciples for
Faith and Justice”. Our hearts are brimming with
gratitude for the many volunteers who helped us plan
and host the event together, for the speakers – many of
whom travelled out of state to be with us, for technology
that went smoothly, and for our sponsors who enabled
us to host such a professional event. It was great to hold
an in-person conference after two years, and see so
many of you again. Jesus has brought us together to
share our blessings!
Now we are organizing our Annual Social Justice Dinner
and Awards, held October 25. Although it is a bit crazy
to have so much going on this fall, it is also an
opportunity to count my blessings, such as the help of
Marianne Vargas, our new Administrative Assistant, and
that of our volunteers. To quote Henri Nouwen, “Ministry
is, first of all, receiving God’s blessing from those to
whom we minister. What is the blessing? It is a glimpse
of the face of God.”
Wishing you many blessings,

Ministry Teams
 napshot S
Where We've Been
At the Omni New Haven,
offering the "Dreaming
Together: Forming
Disciples for Faith and
Justice" Conference with
over 250 attendees!
Meeting with Catholic
Charities and other
Catholic organizations in
Bridgeport, sharing our
office experience.
Vetting candidates for our
Board of Directors.

Annual Dinner - Purchase Your Tickets Now

Congratulations to ImmaCare Inc., the 2022 recipient of the Most Rev. Donnelly
Award, which is given to an organization for significant contributions to the
achievement of the Catholic vision of social justice.
ImmaCare Inc. strives to eliminate homelessness in the Hartford region, while
building a more vibrant community, by creating safe and affordable housing options
and increasing the skills, income and hope of those who struggle with housing crisis.
ImmaCare provides a range of services designed to help individuals experiencing
homelessness overcome the obstacles that stand in the way of securing and
maintaining safe and affordable housing while becoming an integrated member of
the community. During ImmaCare’s 40 years of service, thousands of parish youth
and adult volunteer teams have had the opportunity to meet and serve people who
experience homelessness.

Join us Tuesday, October 25, 5:00 PM, at the Aqua Turf Club,
for the presentation of this award.

For tickets call 860-242-5573 ext. 2688 or purchase your tickets
Keynote speaker for this dinner will be
Ms. Gloria Purvis.
Catholic speaker and host of the Gloria Purvis Podcast, from
America Media
"Building a Culture of Life in Today's World"
Click here for a bulletin announcement

An Urgent Crisis in East Africa
In the United States we have witnessed the abnormal weather
patterns attributable to our changing climate. We have seen
unprecedented drought, wildfires, and heat. Fortunately, as a
very wealthy nation, we have the resources to meet these
challenges to some degree. In other parts of the world, the
effects are reaching a crisis stage, and they do not have the
required resources.
Catholic Relief Services has published an emergency fact
sheet regarding the state of countries within the continent of
Africa. The countries of Somalia and Ethiopia especially are
facing the worst drought in 40 years. These conditions have
led to widespread malnutrition and related diseases. In the
Hararghe region of Ethiopia they lost 81% of crops in 2021 and
are expected to lose 70% this season. These conditions are
causing mass migration of millions of people simply to meet
the most basic of needs.
Jesus said; “ Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the
least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” (Mt
25:40).
These people desperately need our help. They need your
help!
For more information: CRS Emergency Factsheet

You can donate directly on line and know that you
are doing His will by helping your brothers and
sisters.
Hunger Crisis in East Africa | Catholic Relief Services (crs.org)

Time to Order Your Rice Bowls
True, it’s not even Advent yet, but nonetheless
CRS is requesting your parish/school’s Rice Bowl
order. If you have no changes from 2021, there is
no need to do anything. If you have a change in
shipping address, contact person, or quantity,
please complete the attached form and return it to
our office by October 14th. Thank you!

September is Suicide Prevention Month

Sadly, the vast majority of us have in some way been touched by suicide. According to the
CDC, in 2020 there were 45,979 deaths in the United States attributed to
suicide. Tragically, that is about one death every 11 minutes. During that same period,
approximately 1.2 million people attempted suicide. In CT there were 364 deaths by
suicide, literally one every day. Our brothers and sisters in Christ.
Few of us are trained professionals, however we can all become more familiar with the
warning signs so we may intervene to help someone who is suffering. It is especially
important to know what resources are available during a crisis.
Some of the most common signs to be aware of are:
Depression
Anxiety
Increased alcohol or drug use
PTSD or past trauma such as sexual abuse
Past suicide attempts
If you suspect someone is thinking of injuring or hurting themselves, ask them
directly! Ensure that they seek out help, and if they won’t, do it for them.
Resources
Amplify CT - Resources - Amplify - A Trusted Voice for Healthy Communities
(amplifyct.org)Those who struggle from mental illness need assistance not just in
times of crisis, but ongoing support for employment, housing, health care and
spiritually.
Dial 988 – the National Suicide and Crisis Help Line
You may also dial 211 or go to 2-1-1 Connecticut (211ct.org) for resources within
our state
Connecticut Suicide Prevention Resource Center - Connecticut | Suicide
Prevention Resource Center (sprc.org)
Please take a moment to watch this short video - Suicide Awareness and
Prevention - YouTube
Made for Love Podcast, an initiative of the U.S. Catholic Bishops; When It’s Al Too
Much: Suicide and the Family, https://soundcloud.com/usccbclips/made-for-love-ep35-when-its-all-too-much-suicide-and-the-family

A Catholic Approach to Hunger
Join a webinar to hear about the state of hunger at home and around the world
Wednesday September 21 (2:30-3:30 PM)

Register now to listen in as USCCB’s Department of Justice, Peace and Human Development
and collaborators from Catholic Charities and Catholic Relief Services provide a briefing to
congressional office staff about anti-hunger programs. Expert panelists will share how U.S.
funding can provide life-affirming nutrition and food security both in the U.S. and around
the world.
Hosted by United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Catholic Relief Services,
and Catholic Charities USA

Welcome Marianne!

Please join me in welcoming Marianne Vargas to the
Archdiocese. Marianne joined the Office for Catholic Social Justice
Ministry on August 22, 2022. She previously worked for the Connecticut
State Treasurer as an Executive Assistant for 20+ years. At an early
age, Marianne had a passion for singing and was encouraged to take
voice lessons, which she did and used her God-given talents by joining
the Choir at St. Aloysius Church in Plantsville, CT. In her spare time,
Marianne enjoys golfing, hiking, running and spending time with her
husband, daughter and grandchildren.

Action Alert
From the Catholic Labor Network
Sodexo cafeteria workers need our help. Across the
country, cooks, cashiers, and dishwashers employed in
Sodexo-run cafeterias are rising up to form unions – but
Sodexo is fighting them every step of the way. As
Catholics, we believe that the decision to join a union
belongs to the worker, not the employer. Would you sign a
letter to Sodexo calling on the company to remain neutral as its employees make their
decision about union membership?
CLICK TO SIGN
Want to learn more? The Catholic Labor Network is holding a “listening session” with a
group of Sodexo workers via zoom on September 28 at 2pm ET. Join us and find out how
workers in this industry are organizing to transform poverty-wage jobs into familysupporting careers.
CLICK TO REGISTER

Pave a Pathway to Freedom for Human Trafficking
Survivors
Learning about trafficking and finding your role to help end
it can be overwhelming. There are very few organizations
in CT which support trafficking survivors. Our Human
Trafficking Task Force works close with The
Underground New England (UGNE). We have a
partnership program to support their mentor program, in
which teams of people are paired up to provide prayers
and support to the survivors.
Another way to support UGNE’s mentoring program is through their Silent Auction.
With each dollar that is raised, you are helping someone take a step towards their
independence by accessing UGNE mentor to stand with them in their journey. Here is an
example of the impact:
"A mentee we are working with recently started school again and is loving it! All
that she was working on before her life began to fall apart is coming back to
her. Rather than a night terror, she dreamt last night that she was answering one of
her class discussion questions.
The Underground New England Silent Auction ends September 22 nd at midnight. Visit
their auction site: https://undergroundne.betterworld.org/auctions/virtual-silent-auction

Local Family Puts their Faith into Action
Levo International is a nonprofit corporation which
sprung from the Eagle Scout
project in 2015, which
became a family project and
ultimately became an
international food security
organization. Levo (which
means “lift up”) is dedicated
to creating food security
solutions which empower
communities through
innovation and partnership.
Founded by a student from
Northwest Catholic High
School and relying then and
since on the support of that
school’s students and alumni
as well as the engagement of
several area parishes, it’s
formation and mission were
and are rooted in Catholic
social teaching and
emphasize solidarity.
Levo’s founder, Christian
Heiden, received the St
Joseph Medal of appreciation
from Archbishop Blair this
year. He and his father Bill speak often to school and parishes about how we can take
action for social justice. Levo continues to work with some of the Western Hemisphere’s
poorest people in Haiti, where their work began. The most recent Levo project is an
innovative version of Community Supported Agriculture piloting in Hartford that enables
residents to strengthen both their food security and their economic security. You can learn
more about Levo’s work and how you can participate in creating a more just food system
at their Fall Fest on Oct 4 th, or by visiting their website.

Catholic Climate Action:
Net Zero Emissions in Fidelity to the Church's Mission
September 25, 2022
Online at 6pm
With Daniel R. DiLeo, Ph.D.
The Jeanie Graustein Lecture on Environmental Justice
Hosted by Saint Thomas More, The Catholic Chapel and Center at Yale University
Daniel R. DiLeo is a Catholic theological ethicist, associate professor and Director of the
Justice and Peace Studies Program at Creighton University in Omaha, NE. His research
focuses on Catholic social teaching, climate change and Laudato Si’. Dr. DiLeo earned his
Ph.D. in theological ethics from Boston College. Dr. DiLeo has written and edited
numerous publications including, All Creation Is Connected: Voices in Response to Pope
Francis’s Encyclical on Ecology (Anselm Academic, 2018). He has been a consultant with
Catholic Climate Covenant since 2009.
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ENJOY THESE PHOTOS FROM "DREAMING TOGETHER"

Bishop Peter Rosazza
visiting with attendees

Livestreaming with
Rev. James Martin, SJ
Co-Chairs Lynn Campbell
and Kelly Henderschedt

Resources

Bulletin Announcements for your use
Suggested Bulletin Announcements regarding Church Teaching & Racism
can be found here.

Climate Change Campaign Resources
Climate change disproportionally hurts the most vulnerable communities.
CRS’ new campaign seeks to change this. Explore the new climate change
campaign resources.
At the launch of Laudato Si', we prepared a Laudato Si' Parish Toolkit. The
tool kit includes items to include in the parish bulletin.







VISIT OUR WEBSITE
DONATE HERE
"Your support helps keep social ministry a vital part of the Archdiocese."

Visit our website

