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Expectations before  
Encyclical was released 

 

Everyone expected the encyclical to focus 
on climate change: 

 

   - What it is 

   - How to fix it 



Surprises in the Encyclical 

Pope Francis calls on us to look at things systemically: 

 - how things are connected 

 - sources of power to bring about change 

 - link between climate change to global poverty 

 - asks us to look at root causes 

 - calls on us to work for systemic change 
 

     AND in this way address climate change through  
  doing the above 

      (p10:156,157) 

 



Reminder of Underlying Basics 

First:  

 There is only one world 

   and everything/everyone is connected 

 

           (p1:164, p12:174) 

 



Underlying Basic #2 

 Time is linear, not cyclical 

 no one can grow younger 

 



Underlying Basic #3 

 Politeness factor interference 

 



Context: Local to Global to Local 

 One set of water 

 

 One set of land 

 

 One set of air 

 

 Thru use and re-use, the natural cyclical cleansing 
mechanisms have kept working for millennia until now… 

       (P2:22,51) 



Part 1:   Root Causes of  
  Environmental Mess 

 

Not just the immediate causes but looking 
deeper at the real root causes. 

 

So we continue to ask:  

 Cui bono? Who benefits? 

         
        (p8:109; p9: 117,122,128,144; p12:179) 



Change in Value  
of the Human Being, Person 

 Not only in factories 

 

 Not only in fields 

 

 Going from being a person to being a 
component of the profit making process driven 
by the “technocratic” paradigm  

   (Pope Francis definition) 

         (p8:108, 109; p10:156,157) 

 

 



WHAT is a paradigm? 

 Framework 

 With basic assumptions, ways of thinking 

 Methodology commonly accepted by 
members of group 

 

 Serves as a basis for other work 

 



Technocratic Paradigm 

A paradigm or model driven by technology 
whereby human beings move  

 from using technology as an assist  

 to what is being done is designed and 
 driven by technology  

With this, the value of the human being 
changes. 



Resulting in: 

 Persons no longer have value simply by 
 being human beings 

 

Core Question:  

 Then what is the value of communities 
 anywhere around the world? 

        
           (p9:144,128) 



Questions to ask ourselves? 

 What is the reason we do what we do? 

 

 What is the “driver”? 

 

 

 

      (p:10:157,159) 



Technocratic Paradigm 

 Value comes from producing profit. 
 

 Question: Profit for whom? 
 

 Cui Bono? Who benefits from this 
technocratic paradigm? 

 

 And who loses out? 

     And who decides? 

           (p8:108,109) 



But Pope Francis reminds us: 

“We fail to see the deepest roots of our 
present failures, which have to do with the 
direction, goals, meaning and social 
implications of  technological and economic 
growth.”       (p8:109) 

 



Root Cause  
Forgetting there is only one world 

 

 Where to send our garbage 

 Micro beads 

 Mining in Africa and Latin America 

 Fracking in the US 

 Recycling and Reusing 

 

      (p2:51) 



Context: Local to Global to Local 

One set of air - Oxygen-carbon dioxide cycle 

- Animals take in O2 and emit CO2 

- Plants take in CO2 and emit O2 

As long as the balance remain, everything is fine 

 

But air pollution and/or destroying trees/plants/forests, 
ocean algae destroys the balance 

 



Example: Garbage issue 

 Where does the garbage go? Who 
decides? 

 

 Development of the throw away culture 
that has developed – why? More on this 
later 

 

      (p.2:21,22) 



Example: Microbeads 

 What are they? 

 

 Why are they? 

 

 Where are they? 

 

 Campaign to get rid of them from products 



Example: Electronic Waste 

 At Factory Level 

 Water contamination 

 Waste dumping 

 Worker exposure 

 At Consumer Level 

 Recycling products no longer used 

 At Waste Level 

 Do we know/care where it goes? 

 Learning to care and to ask 

 



SO: Who makes the rules? 

 Rules and laws from governments are 
missing:  

  locally 

  nationally 

  internationally 

  globally 

    (p12:164, 166, 169, 174) 



OR where there ARE rules 

 

they do not protect the environment, the 
people, the communities… 

 

OR there is widespread lack of enforcement 

 

     (p9:129,174,179,181) 

 



Some examples 

 Doing away with environmental rules by 
federal government 

 

 Precautionary Principle (EU)  

`                   vs.  

   Proving Something is Harmful (US) 

      - after it has done damage 



Someone saying he/she does 
not believe in climate change 

 Does not make it go away 

 Leaves everyone else to deal with the 
damage being done 

 



The Problem of Silence 

 Who has the power to speak out? 

 

 Who chooses to do so? 

 

 Why Francis is so important….                   
 he spoke out and  

 continues to speak out! 



Starting Points to Review 

 One world – no other place to go 

 Everything is connected 

 Looking for root causes – not just quick fixes 

 Sources of power to bring about change 

 Links between climate change and global poverty 

 Work for systemic change 

 

 AND in this way we address climate change through 
doing the above 

 



AREAS TO EXAMINE 

 1. Recycling 

 2. Mining - around the world 

 3. Migration 

 4. Plastics 

 5. Push for quick profit 

 6. Deforestation 

 7. Deconstruction of economies 

 8. Extreme weather conditions 



CUI BONO Lens 

 Who benefits? 

 

 

 And who decides?  



Change in Value of the Human Person  
 

Not only in factories 

 

Not only in fields 

 

Going from being a person to being a component 
of the profit making process driven by the 
“technocratic” paradigm (Pope Francis definition) 



IF…. 

 

Persons no longer have value simply by 
being human beings 

 

Then what is the value of communities 
anywhere around the world? 

 



Unless citizens control political power – national, 
regional and municipal – it will not be possible to 
control damage to the environment. Local 
legislation can be more effective, too, if 
agreements exist between neighboring 
communities to support the same environmental 
policies.        

 

       (p12:179) 

 



So… what are the reasons we 
do what we do?  

 What drives us? 

 

 From where does our passion come? 

 

 How can we support one another? 



The next sessions of the Laudato Si’ series 

Will help us explore what we can do,  

 as individuals, 

 as families 

 as communities 

 as communities of faith 

 as consumers 

…to bring about the changes Pope Francis calls us 

to do in Laudato Si’ 

 



To be continued… 
 


